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Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social movements 
and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor part in collecting and 
safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, 
a series of catalogues inspiried by the work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has 
been created. Taking the form of a Zine, each deals with one aspect of these numerous 
clashes of ideals. 

New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the Social Archive 
side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. 
This combination of analytical and associative aproach contributes to further emphasising 
the significance of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

Nature conservation and Land Art are closely intertwined, both celebrating nature's beauty 
and significance uniquely. Conservation focuses on protecting ecosystems, preserving 
biodiversity, and managing natural resources sustainably. This involves creating protected 
areas and promoting eco-friendly practices. Land Art, on the other hand, uses nature as 
its canvas, crafting visually stunning installations from natural materials. These artworks 
serve to raise environmental awareness and emphasize humanity's connection with nature. 
By combining conservation efforts with Land Art, innovative approaches to environmental 
preservation emerge, nurturing both the environment and our creativity.

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts
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Unser Wasser in Gefahr!
Der Sonntag
Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment
Schweiz, 1970

The reality of polluted water is becoming increasingly prevalent.



Olafur Eliasson, The Mediated Motion, 2020



"BUT LITTLE BY LITTLE IT 
BECAME CLEAR TO ME"

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 333
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Nicht mehr länger warten!
Der Sonntag

Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment

Sea, 1970
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Öl im Wasser
Der Sonntag
Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment
Sea, 1970

Human-caused environmental disasters, such as oil leaks, pollute 
the ocean itself.



"1. THE ARTIST MAY CONSTRUCT 
THE PIECE

2. THE PIECE MAY BE 
FABRICATED

3. THE PIECE NEED NOT BE 
BUILT"

– Seth Siegelaub in L'Art Conceptuel, p 122



Joseph at Eastern New Mexico University, 1968
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Kranke Seen der Heimat
Der Sonntag

Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment

Schweiz, 1970
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Unser Wasser in Gefahr! Dorfbach-Mündung
Der Sonntag
Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment
Schweiz, 1970

The natural and man-made discoloration of the water.



Robert Smithson, Spiral Jetty, 1970



Andrej Tarkovsky, 1979
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Sofortiger Baustopp beim AKW Goesgen
unknown Author

Photograph, F_5185-Fb-883
Environment

Schweiz, 1977
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Zeitbombe im Untergrund
Arbeiterkreis Wasser
Brochure, QS 19.1
Environment
Schweiz, 1981

Nature is becoming increasingly unusable and polluted due to 
human activities.



Der Himmel über Berlin, 1987



"BUT SPEAKING HISTORICALLY, 
ONE SHOULD ALSO NEVER 

FORGET THAT TODAY'S CRITIQUE 
IS TOMORROW'S CLICHE"

– Seth Siegelaub iin a Brief History of Curating, p 125
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Wasser ist Leben
Greenpeace

Magazine, QS 19.1
Movement

Hamburg, 1989



09 The sinking ship cause the beginning of a reef.

Der Untergang der alten Rainbow Worrior
Greenpeace
Magazine, ZA 19.0*5
Environment
Neuseeland, 1985



Lawrence Weiner, , A rubber ball thrown into the Canadian Niagara Falls, 1969



Robert Smithson, Runway Layout ultimate plan, 1966 - 67



10We take control over our eco system.

Eingedollte und verschwundene Bachläufe 1860-1941
Heimatschutz

Magazine, KS 70/7
Environment

Zürichsee, 1993



11

Unser Wasser in Gefahr! Dem Dorfbach entlang
Der Sonntag
Magazine, QS 19.1
Environment
Schweiz, 1970



"THAT IF ENOUGH PEOPLE SAW 
IT, THEY WOULD BE AFFECTED 
BY IT AND IT WOULD CHANGE 

THE WORLD FOR THE BETTER OR 
WHATEVER"

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, Writings and Interviews,  p.143
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LAND ART
SMITHSON, Robert. The collected writings. Subtitle. 
First Edition. 1996. Since the publication of "The 
Writings of Robert Smithson" in 1979, Smithson's 
role as a spokesperson for artists of his generation 
has been widely recognized. His influence on 
contemporary artists and art critics is increasing. 
"The Collected Writings," with a new introduction by 
Jack Flam, features previously unpublished essays, 
along with rare articles, interviews, and photographs, 
offering a comprehensive view of his diverse 
perspectives on art and culture.

HEIZER, Michael. Sculpture in Reverse, 2014. 
An artist known for his large-scale excavations, 
site constructions, and geometric paintings. His 
work explores the relationship between positive 
and negative space. He briefly studied at the San 
Francisco Art Institute before moving to New York, 
where he formed a lasting friendship with Walter De 
Maria. Notable projects include Double Negative 
(1969) and City (1970–2022), a monumental land 
sculpture in the Nevada desert. Levitated Mass 
(2012) at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art is 
another significant work. 

HOGUE, Martin. Journal of Architectural Education, 
The Site as Project, Lessons from Land Art and 
Conceptual Art. 2013. The discussed works focus 
on site projects, integrating the concept of site into 
architecture. This approach, exemplified by Michael 
Heizer and Marc Treib, reconsiders the relationship 
between site and project, fostering innovative 
architectural interventions. It challenges traditional 
assumptions, emphasizing the site's role in shaping 
architecture and inviting critical inquiry into this 
dynamic.

SUN, Yuan. From land art to landscape urbanism 
Analyses on High Line Park in New York from the 
perspective of conceptual changes of industrial 
heritage conservation and reuse. 2011. 

TERRAIN 
VAGUE
BARRON, Patrick, MARIANI, Manuela. Terrain Vague. 
Interstices at the Edge of the Pale. first Edition. 2013. 
Urban planners and designers are increasingly 
interested in neglected city areas known as "terrain 
vague." These spaces exist outside typical urban 
circuits and offer opportunities for innovative 
approaches to urban planning and design. This 
collection of essays presents diverse perspectives on 
marginal urban space from contributors worldwide. 
"Terrain Vague" aims to redefine these spaces and 
highlight their positive potential for planners, theorists, 
academics, designers, and architects.

AUGE, Marc. Non-Places. 2019. Marc Augé, the 
ethnologist of the "Near," observes in his book "Non-
Places" a rapid increase in meaningless functional 
spaces worldwide due to modernization and 

globalization. These "non-places," such as airports, 
subways, refugee camps, supermarkets, or hotel 
chains, lack anthropological significance and do 
not foster a sense of belonging. They are spaces of 
placelessness, devoid of individual identity, shared 
history, and social relationships.

NATURAL 
CONSERVATION
OWEN, O.S. CHIRAS D.D. Natural resource 
conservation: an ecological approach. The book 
delves into crucial principles of ecology and resource 
management across 24 chapters. It covers topics 
such as soil conservation, fisheries management, 
minerals and mining, wildlife extinction, and human 
population issues.

CHAN, Matthew. Emerging Ecologies. Architecture 
and the Rise of Environmentalism. 2023. The 
exhibition and publication offer the first global 
exploration of environmental thinking in architecture. 
Emerging Ecologies: Architecture and the Rise of 
Environmentalism delves into how architects and 
designers influenced our understanding of nature 
and the environment during the 1960s. Through rich 
illustrations and essays, it showcases architectural 
endeavors, from ecosystem management to 
innovative collaborations with the Kennedy 
administration. The publication underscores the 
pivotal role of designers in advocating for ecological 
concerns and shaping this emerging field.

SCULPTURES
BECHER, Bernd. BECHER, Hilla. Anonymous 
Sculptures. 1970. A Typology of Industrial Buildings" 
is a photobook published in 1970. It features 
216 pages with 194 illustrations captured by 
photographers Bernd and Hilla Becher. Published by 
Art-Press-Verlag in Dusseldorf, the book showcases 
industrial buildings in a typological manner.

SHARKY, Bruce. Nature-Based Design in Landscape 
Architecture. 2024. Nature-Based Design in 
Landscape Architecture showcases a range of 
built works designed by landscape architects from 
many countries of the world representing diverse 
environmental regions and uses. These projects 
demonstrate the transformative potential of a nature-
based approach to landscape design.

CIGOLA, Francesca. Art Parks. 2013. A 
comprehensive guide to outdoor sculpture parks 
throughout the United States, in both urban and 
suburban environments. Each park is described 
in detail and is presented through beautiful 
photographs. Includes a wide range of parks, from 
large-scale parks in a countryside setting, to small 
urban parks and corporate sculpture collections.



Robert Smithson in  July, August September, 1969



12Winter sport is endangered through climate change.

Sind die Alpen noch zu retten?
Die Weltwoche

Newspaper, ZA 19.5 
Environment

Schweiz, 1975
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Protestaktion gegen Kraftwerk Spöl
Author unknown
Brochure, F_5067-Fb-105
Environment
Schweiz, 1958

Protest against a new powerstation in the swiss national park.



"WAKE UP CALL TO POLITICS"
– Seth Siegelaub in Interview with  Jo Melvint



Albert Bierstadt, 1868



14We should be aware of our nature impact.

Ausstellung auf dem Hönggerberg
ETH

Flyer, QS 19.1 
Environment

Schweiz, 1980



15 Nature disappears and terrain vague emerges.

Der Weg der Umweltlobby ist mit Problemen gepflastert
Die Weltwoche
Newspaper, ZA 19.5
Environment
Schweiz, 1975



  Iganasi de Sola Morales, 1990



Robert Smithson, Asphalt Rundown, 1969
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Konflikt zwischen Nutzungsanspruch und Schutzgedanken
NZZ

Newspaper, ZA 19.5
Environment

Schweiz, 1964



17
If we keep destroying our world, we'll have more and more terra 
vague.

Protestaktion Göschenen; Gotthard Strassentunnel
Greenpeace
Newspaper, F_Pe-1352
Environment
Göschenen, Gotthard Strassentunnel, 1990



Ignasi de sola-morales, Terrain Vague, 1970



Robert Smithson, Partially Buried Woodshed, 1970



18High nature disposal costs.

Wilde Kehrichtplätze
Der Sonntag

Magazine, QS 19.1 
Environment

Schweiz, 1970
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Unbegrünte Tafelberge
NZZ
Newspaper, ZA 19.5*5
Environment
Johannesburg, 1983

Modifying nature on a large scale.



Michael Heizer, Double Negative 1969- 70



"I THINK WE CAN MAKE SOME 
TROUBLE HERE"

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 213
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Weltweite Umwelterziehung
Badener Tagblatt

Newspaper, ZA 19.5*5
Environment

Schweiz, 1976
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Regenwald nach Brandrodung
NZZ
Newspaper, ZA 19.5*5
Environment
Brasilien, 1985

More and more, people are noticing the destruction caused by 
humans, and this requires taking responsibility.



"WITH THIS THE ROLE OF 
THE CURATOR BECAME LESS 
HIDDEN, MORE CLEAR, MORE 

OPEN AND MORE AWARE OF HIS 
RESPONSIBILITY IN THE ART 

PROCESS"
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 129



Bernart Tschumi, Parc de la villette, 1950 - 70
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Awareness of the importance of ecosystem conservation is 

increasing.

Die Ökologie beginnt die Uni zu überwachsen
NZZ

Newspaper, ZA 19.5*5
Movement

Schweiz, 1973
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