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Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social movements 
and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor part in collecting and 
safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, 
a series of catalogues inspiried by the work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has 
been created. Taking the form of a Zine, each deals with one aspect of these numerous 
clashes of ideals. 

New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the Social Archive 
side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. 
This combination of analytical and associative aproach contributes to further emphasising 
the significance of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

The beginnings of the labor movement in Switzerland date back to the middle of the 19th 
century. An important achievement of this movement was the introduction and expansion 
of the employment contract. This improved working conditions and gave workers more 
security. The development of the employment contract and the labor movement is well 
documented in the Swiss Social Archive. 

Seth Siegelaub was also involved in the socialist movement and campaigned for artists 
rights. In 1971, he published the Artist's Reserved Rights Transfer and Sale Agreement, 
which proposed improved working conditions and more control over their work for artists.

Disclaimer
The quotations and artworks are purely formal and

do not refer directly to shown artefacts
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Workers stood up for their rights inspired by Marx and ohter 
communist leaders presented by Seth Siegelaub.

Hoch der Arbeitsvertrag
H. Reich
Photograph, F 5081-Fx-02-006 
Labor
Zürich, 1949



Marx and Engels, On Literature and Art, 1974



"NO ONE WAS SAYING: "HOW 
CAN I GET MORE MONEY OUT OF 
IT OR PROTECT MY INTERESTS?"; 
INSTEAD, ARTISTS WERE ASKING 
FOR MORE CONTROL OVER THEIR 

WORK."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 261
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In 1971 the employment contract in Switzerland was expanded 
and Seth Siegelaub published the Reserved Rights Agreement.

Neues Arbeitsvertragsrecht
Dr. J. Hofstetter

Newspaper, ZA 71.1*1  
Labor

Zürich, 1971
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Collective employment contracts should promote good working 
conditions. Also Siegelaub stood up for artist empowerment.

Gesamtsarbeitsvertag
Gewerkschaften Zürich
Document, QS 71.1
Labor
Zürich, 1964



The Artist's Reserved Rights Transfer and Sale Agrrement, Seth Siegelaub,1971



"THE CONTRACT WASN'T A 
"TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT" DEAL, 

OR SOME KIND OF SUPERDRAFT 
OF ENDING ALL THE PROBLEMS 

IN THE ART WORLD. IT WAS 
INTENDED AS AN OUTLINE THAT 
ARTISTS COULD DEAL WITH AND 
USE AS THEY FELT NECESSARY, 

AND IT WAS PUT INTO THE 
WORLD IN THIS SPIRIT."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 262
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Neues Arbeitsvertragsrecht
Author unknown

Newpspaper, ZA 71.1*1   
Labor

Switzerland, 1971
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1. Mai Umzug an der Bahnhofstrasse
Author unknown
Photograph, F 5031-Fb-0859
Labor
Zürich, 1963



"THAT IF ENOUGH PEOPLE SAW 
IT THEY WOULD BE AFFECTED 
BY IT AND IT WOULD CHANGE 

THE WORLD TO BETTER OR 
WHATEVER."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 144



"I MEAN A PROJECT LIKE THIS 
WOULD NOT BE SPECIALLY... 
PARTICULARLY BASED ON 

INIDIVIDUAL ARTISTS OR THEIR 
OPINIONS, BUT ALSO HOW THE 
ART WORLD FUNCTIONS AS A 
MACHINE, AND HOW CERTAIN 
VALUES... HOW CONSENSUSES 
ARE BUILT, AND HOW CERTAIN 

GROUPS, CARTELLS OF DEALERS, 
COLLECTOR, CRITICS CAN 

INFLUENCE."
– Seth Siegelaub in Books and ideas after Seth Siegelaub, p. 120



The capitalists were more concerned with the functioning of the 
whole system rather than the welfare of individual workers. 06

Kapitalisten
Author unknown

Newspaper, KS 335/78 
Labor

Switzerland, 1968



The Zurich working group published texts on the labor movement 
similar to Siegelaub.07

Arbeitsgruppe der Schweizer Arbeitsbewegung
Author unknown
Magazine, KS 335/78
Labor
Switzerland, 1969



Marxism and the Massmedia, Seth Siegelaub, 1980



"I'M NOT SOME CRAZY GUY WITH 
BOOKS ALL OVER THE HOUSE 
ALTHOUGH I DO HAVE BOOKS 
ALL OVER THE HOUSE - AND 
SOME WAREHOUSES. WITHIN 
THE LIMITS OF MY MEANS 

THEY ARE CAREFULLY STORED, 
CATALOGUED AND CAN USUALLY 

BE RETRIEVED."
– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 122



Seth Siegelaub and the picture archive both aimed to store 
sources of infomation so that they remain preserved. 08

Bildarchiv der Schweizer Arbeitsbewegung
Roland Gretler

Poster, KS 335/78
Labor

Switzerland, 1970
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Alltag und Arbeiterbewegung
Hermann Grelich
Magazine, KS 335/78
Labor
Switzerland, 1987



"I SAID YOU SPEND THE WHOLE 
LIFE FIGHTING WITH THIS KIND 

OF THINGS, AND THIS IS NOT THE 
WAY I WANNA LIVE."

– Seth Siegelaub in Books and Ideas after Seth Siegelaub, p 123



Bally-Haus, Zürich, Bahnhofsstrasse,1965



While Bally sold espensive goods in the Bally-Haus on 
Bahnhofsstrasse, the employees demanded higher salariers. 10

Bally - Teuere Schuhe - Niedrige Löhne
Author unknown

Photograph, KS 335/78
Labor

Switzerland, 1970
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Workers wanted to introduce the 40 hours week. Facilities like the 
Hotel National were opened the whole year.

40 Stunden Woche
Bernard Schlup
Poster, F Pe-0244
Labor
Switzerland, 1976



Hotel National & Terminus, Zürich, 1960



Logo Hotel Schweizerhof, 1950
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Vacation was questioned by the upper class, while these circles 

used exclusive leisure facilities such as Hotel Schweizerhof.

Ferien Zwang Initiative
Walter Monticelli

Poster, KS 335/78 
Labor

Switzerland, 1965
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Strike is the weapon of the workers. The National Bank is the 
symbol of capitalism.

Streik - Die Waffe der Arbeiter
Author unknown
Photograph, F 5069-Na-003-010
Labor
Zürich, 1976



Schweizer Nationalbank, Zürich, 1922



"THUS THERE WERE MANY 
ASPECTS OF THE CONTRACT, BUT 
IN NO WAY WAS THIS INTENDED 
AS AN ANTICAPITALIST KIND OF 
PROJECT. IT WAS CONCEIVED TO 
WORK WITHIN THE ART WORLD 
AS IT EXISTED, I MEAN, VERY 
REALPOLITIK, IF YOU LIKE."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 263
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Solidarität 1.Mai, Notwendig Solidarität
Olivier Lütolf, Cordula Müller
Postcard, F 5068 Ka 0483 

Labor
Zürich, 1986



Die heutige Situation: Ein Skandal
UNIA
Photograph, KS 335/78 
Labor
Bern, 2009

15
UNIA is an important Swiss workers union. E.g. it campaigned for 
higher salaries at the Zara construction site at Bahnhofsstrasse.



Zara Construction Site on Bahnhofsstrasse, 2014



"...THAT THEY JUST WANT TO 
PUT US IN HISTORY AND FORGET 

ABOUT US AND GET BACK TO 
BUSINESS..."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better read than Dead, p. 147
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Gegen willkürliche Kündigung
Personalverband des Bundes

Brochure, KS 335/78 
Labor

Switzerland, 2006
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Besserer Schutz des Arbeiters
Author unknown
Newspaper, ZA 71.1*1
Labor
Zürich, 1975



"... IT'S A SOCIETY BASED ON 
THE EXPROPRIATION OF OTHER 

PEOPLE'S LABOR, FOR ONE, 
AND IN OUR PERIOD PROBABLY 
THE PREDOMINANCE OF MONEY, 
PREDOMINANCE OVER ANYTHING 
ELSE, AND THE EXPANSION AND 

GENERALIZAITNO OF THOSE 
VALUES."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 266



"SO THEY WOULD BE LESS 
DOMINATED OR LESS DIRECTED 

BY THE NEEDS OF "MAKING 
MONEY" OR "PROFIT MAKING" 

AND MORE DETERMINED 
BY REAL HUMAN NEEDS, 
HUMAN POSSIBILITIES, 

HUMAN EXPANSION, HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT, OR SOMENTHIMG 

LIKE THIS."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 266
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Richtlinien der Ingenieure
Author unknown

Document, QS 71.1 
Labor

Switzerland,1950



19

Die Lohnauszahlung bei Krankheit oder Unfall
Neue Zürcher Zeitung
Newspaper, ZA 71.1*1
Labor
Switzerland, 1950



"IT'S LIKE ANY KIND OF TAX, THE 
FIRST PEOPLE COMPLAINING 
ABOUT TAX ARE THE PEOPLE 
WHO ARE MAKING THE MOST 
MONEY, BECAUSE THEY WANT 

IT ALL, AND THEY ARE NOT 
INTERESTED IN SHARING IT."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p. 263



190 Years of Jelmoli, 2023
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Since 1892 the first Mai is the labor day. Warehouses like Jelmoli 

which are workplace for a lot of employees exist even longer.

100 Jahre 1.Mail
Roland Gretler

Poster,  F Pc-0189
Labor

Switzerland, 1970
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Heraus zum Protest - Streit
Ezio Canonica, Georges Haupt
Poster, F Pc-0185
Labor
Bern, 1973



The Business Behind Art Knows the Art of the Koch Brothers, Hans Haacke, 2014 



Communication and Class Struggle, Seth Siegelaub,1985 
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Geschichte der Schweizerischen Arbeiterbewegung
Christina Eleganti

Poster, F Pc-0185
Labor

Luzern, 1973
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