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Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social 
movements and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor 
part in collecting and safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to 
this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, a series of catalogues inspiried by the 
work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has been created.  Taking the 
form of a Zine, each deals with one of these numerous clashes of ideals.  
 
New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the 
Social Archive side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or 
documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. This combination of analytical and 
associative aproach contributes to further emphasising the significance 
of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

This zine addresses women in the workplace. In the early days of 
industrialization, women played a crucial yet often overlooked role in 
the workforce. However, their participation was marked by significant 
inequalities compared to their male counterparts. Despite being essential 
contributors to various industries, women faced systemic barriers 
such as lower wages, limited job opportunities, and discriminatory 
practices. This period witnessed a stark divide in the labor force, with 
women primarily assigned to low-paying and undervalued roles, while 
men occupied positions of authority and higher status. Despite these 
challenges, women's resilience and determination paved the way for 
gradual progress towards workplace equality, laying the foundation for 
the ongoing struggle for gender parity in the modern era.

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts
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The industry looks different today in the amount of women and 
men working in the factory. 

Zwei Frauen bei der Arbeit an Maschinen
Author Unknown
Photograph, F_5032-Fc-1349
Feminism
Zürich, 1991



"HAD A ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WORLD 
AROUND THEM, WHICH SEEMS TO 
ME VERY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT 
I SEE HAPPENING TODAY; THAT'S 

ALL."
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 119



   The Mind Managers, Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1973
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Frauen, Ökonomie und Männlichkeit
Claudia von Werlhof

Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1983



03 Comics as a means of visualizing power relations / exploitation.

Frauenarbeit - Frauenentlassungen
F. Rau
Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism
Zürich,1976



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1968



Bahnhofstrasse,  Author Unknown



04It looks like they are putting the Women Doll outside. 

Frauenarbeit - Frauenentlassungen
F. Rau

Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1976
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Women in the Shadow
Lynne Jones
Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism
Zürich,1989





Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1970
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Feminists are raging against being seen as beings with the 

pragmatic use of child-bearing, striving for a more human view.

Ledige Mütter - Vom Bumsen zur Vormundschaft
Author Unkown

Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1990
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Die Kindergärten der Stadt Zürich im Jahre 1958
Frieda Wolff-Meier
Photograph, F_5042-Fc-015
Feminism
Zürich,1958

Informationsabend im Kindergarten
Frieda Wolff-Meier
Photograph, F_5042-Fc-045
Feminism
Zürich,1958



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1968



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1968
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Redefinitions of traditional concepts are among the biggest 

achievements of the movement.

A Woman's Work
Author Unknown

Plakat, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1990

A Woman's Work
Author Unknown

Plakat, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1990



09 The ideal of a Woman.

Spielzeug Barbie Puppen
Pro Juventute
Photograph, F_5146-Da-B003-0333
Feminism
Zürich,1960



Bahnhofstrasse, Author Unknown
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Frauen bei feinmechanischer Arbeit
Autor Unknown

Photograph, F_5185-Fc-514
Feminism

Zürich, 1980
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Frauenstreik in der Bahnhofstrasse
Gertrud Vogler
Demonstration, F_5107-Na-22-090-008
Feminism
Zürich,1991



"WAKE UP CALL TO POLITICS."
– Seth Siegelaub in Conversation with Jo Melvin



"I THINK WHEN THEY WENT OUT 
AND DID MARCHES OR POSTERS 
THEY HAD A CERTAIN VISIBILITY 

OR IMPORTANCE THAT DID 
CONTRIBUTE SUBSTANTIALLY TO 

THE ANTI-WAR EFFORT."
– Seth Siegelaub in Conversation with Jo Melvin
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1. Mai-Umzug bei Bahnhofstrasse Zürich
Anne Gretler

Demonstration, F_5068-Fc-0250
Feminism

Zürich,1980
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Of the 31 artists Siegelaub presents, 0 are female. Is art a mens 
job?

Männerarbeit ist nicht Frauensache
Anne Knapp
Kommune, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism
Zürich,1983



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1969



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1960



14Mens sphere vs womens sphere.

Frauenarbeit - Frauenentlassungen
F. Rau

Newspaper, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1976



15 All female vs all male discussion.

Frauentreffen im Casa d'Italia
Author Unknown
Demonstration, F_5002-Fx-034
Feminism
Zürich,1965



Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, 1968
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"Uns Frauen ist die Arbeit noch nie augegangen."
Ute Birkenbeit

Article, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich,1990 
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Saffa
Author Unknown
Photograph, F_5014-Da-340
Feminism / Saffa
Zürich, 1958



"MUCH OF THEIR FORMATIVE 
IDEAS ARE STILL ROOTED IN THE 

1960S"
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 119



"HOW (OR IF) IT HAD CHANGED, 
HOW THEIR LIFE HAD CHANGED"

– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 118
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Frau und Arbeit in Vergangenheit und Zukunft
SVF, Schweizerischer Verband für Frauenrechte

Book, Ar 437.40.1
Feminism

Zürich, 1970
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Rights and rules are different for men and women. How to protect 
unprivileged groups?

Mann und Frau - Gleicher Lohn für gleichwertige Arbeit
Author Unknown
Sketch in Zine, QS 70.6 5
Feminism
Zürich,1982



"THE PRINCIPLE OF THE AVANT-
GARDE IS TO [...] DISAVOW 
THE FATHER TO PRESERVE 

TRADITION, CIVILIZATION, AND 
YET AGAIN ART."

– Seth Siegelaub in L'art conceptuel, p 122

   The Artist’s Reserved Rights Transfer and Sale Agreement, Seth Siegelaub



   Bahnhofstrasse, 1951



20Capitalism in the Bahnhofstrasse.

Der Kapitalismus schlägt Männer und Frauen...
Author Unknown
Comic, 70.6 FM

Feminism
Switzerland, 1971
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Der dritte Mann ist eine Frau
Ines Frick
Newspaper, QS 70.6 4
Feminism
Zürich, 1988





Illustrated Chronology of Pati Hill



22Seeing a man and a woman in the same factory.

Frauen behaupten sich immer mehr in "Männerberufen"
Mäged Helmy

Newspaper, QS 70.6 4
Feminism

Zürich,1981



WEBSITE BIBLIOGRAPHY



WORKING 
WOMEN

TEXTILE 
LABOR

COMMERCE 
OF THOUGHTS

NATURE’S 
RESOURCES

NEWS
NETWORKS

EMPLOYEE 
CONTRACT

IDEAS FROM 
SAFFA 1958

FEMININTY
IN FASHION

YOUTH & CLASS  
STRUGGLE

Feminism 
Equality
Production
Labor
Networks
Rights
Standard
Gender

Labor
Textile
Networks
Weaving
Contract
Commerce
Consume
Class

Commerce
Environment
Consume
Climate
Networks
Storage
Production

Nature
Industry
Resources
Land Art
Climate
Earth
Sculpture
Terrain

Youth 
Newspaper
Networks
Class
Xerox
Production
Alternative
Media

Labor
Workers
Union
Contract
Socialism
Empower
Reform
Protest

Feminism
Labor
Empower
Support
Network
Equality
Exhibition
Commerce

Feminism
Labor
Climate
Environment
Fashion
Production
Textile
Exploitation

Labor
Youth
Marxism
Class
Networks
Socialism
Equality
Reform

VOL 3 VOL 6

VOL 2 VOL 5

VOL 1 VOL 4 VOL 7

VOL 8

VOL 9

PUBLI-
CATIONS



FEMINISM 
WORK
PRODUCTION
LABOR
NETWORK
RIGHTS
STANDARD
GENDER




