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Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social movements 
and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor part in collecting and 
safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, 
a series of catalogues inspiried by the work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has 
been created. Taking the form of a Zine, each deals with one aspect of these numerous 
clashes of ideals. 

New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the Social Archive 
side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. 
This combination of analytical and associative aproach contributes to further emphasising 
the significance of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts

Despite their apparent dichotomy, commodities and knowledge often find unexpected 
points of intersection. In the midst of ongoing discourses on climate and environmental 
movements, these two elements are often projected onto each other, especially when 
information serves as the primary means of creating awareness. Yet behind the scenes, 
knowledge and consumer goods share a fascinating intertwining of processes. From 
production and storage in containers to reproduction, distribution and impact generation, 
they form a complex symbiosis. These interfaces, where consumption and knowledge 
meet and new perspectives emerge, characterise our society today. 

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts
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The blue wonder is a travelling show that went from place to 
place. 01

Das Blaue Wunder
Greenpeace
Tournee Flyer, Ar 507.12.49 
Climate
Switzerland, 1994



"EXHIBITIONS OF IDEA ART 
CAN ONLY CONSIST OF THEIR 

CATALOGUES."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read Than Dead 



July, August,September, 1969



The brochure becomes the embodiment of the initative, just as 
the catalogue becomes the exhibition. 02

velotouR
umverkehR

Program, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment
Zurich, 1995



A new understanding of our planet and its limits arising in the 70s 
and 80s.03

Haut der Erde Retten
Ökunemische Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kirche und Umwelt
Political appeal, 19.2_B_1989 
Climate
Zurich, 1989



"... REALLY APPROACH IT IN 
A CRITICAL NEW WAY, WHICH 
I HAVE ALWAYS TRIED TO DO, 

WETHER WITH POLITICAL 
PUBLISHING, LEFT MEDIA 
RESEARCH, OR TEXTILE 

HISTORY."
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 122



 Advertisement LVZ, 1950s



Trade with hot air. 04

Handel mit Heisser Luft
Greenpeace

Positioning Paper, Ar 507.12.76 
Cllimate

Zurich, 1998
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Mobilmachung
Committee for the abolition of motorised private transport 
Poster, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment 
Zurich, 1994



"I AM NOT A THEORETICIAN. I 
AM NOT COMING UP WITH A NEW 
THEORY FOR HOW ART IS MADE. 
BUT I DO FIND CERTAIN LINES 

... AND MOVEMENTS .... . SO I'M 
TRYING TO BRING TOGETHER 

IDEAS FROM OTHER PEOPLE."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read Than Dead



Domestic Communications Satelites by Andrew Horowitz (International Mass Media Research Center), 1971



Bella Svizzera Symposium 
umverkehR

Brochure, Ar 542.13.6 
Environment
Zurich, 2003
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Flyers and giveaways are an option to advertise for a cause. 07

Öffentlicher Aufruf
Verein Netzwerk UmVerKehr
Brochure, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment
Zurich, 1997



Tasting Stand LVZ Shop, 1969



Subversion By Radio (IMMRC) 1974



Public Hearing Klimaschutz
Grüne Bundeshausfraktion

Brochure, DS_2014
Climate

Berne, 2019
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A bibliography is nothing more than an object for preserving 
information, just as a can preserves food. 09

Bibliographie von Unterrichtseinheiten und Sachinformationen zum Thema Klima
Förderverein Natur und Schulbiologiezentrum
Bibliography, Ar 507.12.49 
Environment
Germany, 1994



"BUT I FEEL THAT BY ME MAKING 
ENVIRONMENTS OR SITUATIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR PEOPLE TO USE, 

THINGS WILL CHANGE."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read Than Dead, p 51



   Packaging the News by James Aronson (IMMRC), 1971



This booklet is a collection of information about climate change. 10

Facts zum Klimaschutz
BUWAL

Book, Ar 507.12.49 
Climate

Bern, 1994



Prose that contains criticism of the drivers of the increasing 
demand for mobility, growth and mass production.

Fragen an der Wand
Peter Fahr
Prose, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment
Berne, 1995

11



LVZ canning factory, 1930



How is Art History made?, 2000



Who produces knowledge? 

Die dreckige Spur der Autoindustrie
Greenpeace Switzerland

Research Paper, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment

Geneva, 1993
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TRANSPORT
Borrego, Carlos. Passerini, Giorgio. Urban Transport 
XXV. Vereinigtes Königreich: WIT Press, 2019. 
Containing research from the 25th edition of the 
Urban Transport conference,the papers included 
in this book address the need to solve important 
pollution problems associated with urban transport. 
These studies highlight the importance of innovative 
systems, new approachesand original ideas. 

Gilbert, Richard. Perl, Anthony. Transport 
Revolutions: Moving People and Freight Without 
Oil. Iran: Earthscan, 2012. edition. This Book sets 
out the challenges to our growing dependence 
on transport fuelled by low-priced oil. It proposes 
responses to ensure effective, secure movement of 
people and goods in ways that make the best use 
of renewable sources while minimizing environmental 
impacts. 

Steg, Linda. Gifford, Robert. Sustainable 
transportation and quality of life. Journal of Transport 
Geography 13, 2005. Pages 59-69. Research paper 
on the continuing increase in car use and density in 
relation to transport sustainability and quality of life, 
and the social dilemma as a result of an unfortunate 
favouring of short-term benefits by car users at the 
expense of long-term losses to society.

Tiffin, John. Kissling, Christopher Charles. Transport 
communications: understanding global networks 
enabling transport services. Great Britain: Kogan 
Page, 2007. edition. Transport and communications 
are usually studied as separate subjects, this is the 
first book to integrate the two disciplines, explains 
their mutual dependency and how their relationship 
has led to trade globalization.

Uherek, Elmar. Halenka, Tomas. Borken-Kleefeld, 
Jens. Balkanski, Yves. Berntsen, Terje. Borrego, 
Carlos. Gauss, Micheal. Hoor, Peter. Juda-Rezler, 
Katarzyna. Lelieveld, Jos. Melas, Dimitrios. Rypdal,  
Kirstin. Schmid, Stephan. Transport impacts 
on atmosphere and climate: Land transport. 
Atmospheric Environment Volume 44, Issue 37, 
2010. Pages 4772-4816. This assessment gives an 
overview of past, present and future emissions from 
land transport, of their impacts on the atmospheric 
composition and air quality, on human health and 
climate change and on options for mitigation. 

CONTAINER
Wegner, Iris. Vom Stückgut zum Container. 
Die Entwicklung des Warentransports in der 
Seefracht. Germany: GRIN Verlag, 2015. edition. 
This paper looks at the development from 
conventional to containerised sea freight. It looks at 
the history of container shipping with the subsections 
"Development of cargo flows" and "Development 
of container ships", defines the term "container", 
describes the different types of container and looks 
at container leasing.

Broeze, Frank. The Globalisation of the Oceans: 
Containerisation from the 1950s to the Present. Great 

Britain: Liverpool University Press, 2017. With 
particular emphasis on the east-west trade, the book 
covers the growth and development of the container 
industry, to the social changes experienced by 
seafaring labour forces, the cultural impact of the 
container - bringing a domineering land-presence 
to maritime activity, through to the environmental 
concerns surrounding the industry.

ARCHIVE THEORY
Craven, Louise. What are Archives? Cultural 
and Theoretical Perspectives: a Reader. Great 
Britain: Taylor & Francis, 2016. publication. This 
collection of essays breaks new ground in archival 
studies in the UK where professional archival texts 
have traditionally concentrated on the how, not the 
why, of archival work. Studies of the theoretical 
role of, for example, the archive and the text or the 
archive and political power, have meanwhile been 
undertaken in other academic disciplines where 
there is an established forum for the discussion of 
related issues.

Eveleigh,  Alexandra. Benoit III, Edward. Participatory 
Archives: Theory and Practice. Great Britain: Facet 
Publishing, 2019. 1st edition. This book examines 
the creation and development of participatory 
archives within the rise of digitisation and social 
media over the past decade, which has fostered the 
rise of participatory and DIY digital culture. Further 
discussed is its impact on archival theory, and 
present case studies of its real world application.

KNOWLEDGE CULTURE
Kretschmann, Carsten. Wissenspopularisierung: 
Konzepte der Wissensverbreitung im 
Wandel. Germany: De Gruyter, 2009. edition. By 
also addressing the popularisation of non-scientific 
knowledge, this anthology focuses on phenomena 
that are more than a mere prehistory of modern 
scientific popularisation. The contributions, which 
come from various disciplines, examine the 
structures, motives and conditions of popularisation 
processes in specific historical constellations, 
deliberately including the popularisation of cultural-
historical, religious and identity-forming knowledge. 

Wegelin, P. Geschichte der Buchdruckereien im 
Kanton St. Gallen: Mit einleitender Nachricht über 
die Erfindung der Buchdruckerkunst. Eine Festgabe 
für die Theilnehmer an der Säkularfeier in St. Gallen 
am 24. Juni 1840. Switzerland: Zollikofer, 1840. 1st 
edition. 

Wirschal, Jan. Die Demokratisierung des Wissens. 
Vorstufen, Bedeutung und Auswirkungen des 
Buchdruckes auf das literarische und geistige Leben 
in Deutschland. Germany: GRIN Verlag, 2006. 1st 
edition. This work deals with Johannes Gutenberg, 
the technical and social milestones that led to the 
"invention of the century" and, after a brief overview of 
the state of the literary landscape before Gutenberg, 
gives an outlook on the consequences and changes 
that this technical innovation entailed.
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Greenpeace Educational Project
Greenpeace Switzerland
Concept Paper, Ar 507.12.14 
Environment
Switzerland, 1991



Caricature Gewerkschaft Verkauf Handel Transport Lebensmittel, 1950s



 Untitled Work by Robert Barry, 1970



The why-phase during childhood usually begins at around 2 years 
of age and lasts only until they reach around 4 or 5 years of age.

Info für Kinder
Greenpeace Switzerland

Information Magazine, Ar 507.12.14 
Environment
Zurich, 1992

14



Personal responsibility and engagement is being required of the 
citizen in many aspects, be it climate or collective consumption.15

Mein Energieverbrauch
Ökunemische Arbeitsgemeinschaft Kirche und Umwelt
Political Appeal, 19.2_B_1989 
Environment
Zurich, 1989



"THE PRINCIPLE OF THE AVANT-
GARDE IS TO [...] DISAVOW 
THE FATHER TO PRESERVE 

TRADITION, CIVILIZATION, AND 
YET AGAIN ART."

– Seth Siegelaub in L'art conceptuel, p 122

Share Certificate LVZ, 1956



   March by Seth Siegelaub,1969
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10 Faustregeln für Konsumenten
Erklärung von Bern

Poster, Sozarch_F_Pc-0271 
Environment

Zurich, 1971-1990



Klimablatt is a newspaper that increases its circulation through 
donations in order to and disperse their ideas more widely.17

Alles schon gewusst? Bitte weiterverschenken
Klimablatt
Non-partisan Newspaper, DS_3365 
Climate
Berne, 2019

1962 Menschen haben gemeinsam 
187’358  Fr. gespendet, damit Sie 

das Klimablatt lesen kön-
nen. Gemacht wurde es von  
5- bis 57-Jährigen aus dem  
Klimastreik. Es stehen also 

keine wirtschaftlichen Inte-
ressen oder Parteien dahinter, 

sondern Menschen wie Sie und wir.

KLIMABLATT 
Wissenschaftlich. Unabhängig. Aufrüttelnd.

Du kannst wählen.
Ich nicht.

Jeder Streifen steht für ein Jahr von 1850 bis 2018, die Farbe für die weltweite jährliche Durchschnittstemperatur.1

Überleben zu sichern.3 Wir brauchen jetzt 
ein Parlament, das den Klimaschutz ernst 
nimmt und eine nachhaltige Schweiz 
möglich macht.
Diese Wahlen sind entscheidend: Für eine 
Politik, die auf die Wissenschaft hört!

Wir alle, die wir jetzt leben, sind die Ers-
ten, welche die Klimakrise so richtig zu 
spüren bekommen. Gleichzeitig sind 
wir die Letzten, die sie noch verhindern 
können.2 Wir stehen an einem Entschei-
dungspunkt der Geschichte: Entweder 
werden wir unseren Enkeln erklären 
müssen, wieso wir trotz der offensicht-

1–71 Die Referenzen (hochgestellten Zahlen) verweisen auf Quellen oder Anmerkungen, welche aus Platzgründen nur online publiziert sind (www.klimablatt.ch/quellen).

lichen Umweltzerstörung weggeschaut 
haben, als wir noch etwas hätten verän-
dern können. Oder wir können erzählen, 
wie wir die grösste Herausforderung un-
serer Zeit gemeinsam gemeistert haben. 
Denn die Wissenschaft ist sich einig: Uns 
bleibt nur noch sehr wenig Zeit, um jetzt 
weltweit Entscheide zu treffen und unser 

Mit Ihrer Wahl
entscheiden Sie
über unsere Zukunft.

3. Auflage
Total 1’500’000 Ex.

1. Ausgabe
Herbst 2019 Alles schon gewusst?  Bitte weiterschenken! 



Xerox Book, 1968



Sales Increase Verband schweizerischer Konsumverein, 1920



Visualization of knowledge is a powerful tool to make it more 
accessible.

Das Polareis gibt Antworten
World Wide Fund for Nature 

Brochure, 19.2_B_2006 
Climate

Switzerland, 2006
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Alternative means of transport develop sometimes under pressure 
sometimes they are already at hand.  19

Protest auf Autobahn
Greenpeace
Program, Ar 507.12.76
Environment
Basel, 1997



Tram Transport in Zurich, 1910



 Marine Traffic Density Map, 2023



Transparente Finanzflüsse
Klimastreik

Sticker, Sozarch_F_Ob-0004-302 
Climate

Zurich, 2020
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Swiss Sound* Mobility Festival Pass
umverkehR
Ticket, Ar 542.13.4 
Environment
Zurich, 1998



"I WAS VERY IMPRESSED BY 
THE IDEA OF THE PUBLIC ASPECT 

OF BEING ABLE TO WALK IN, 
GETTING A LIBRARY CARD, AND 
BEING ABLE TO READ. WITHOUT 
HAVING NECESSARILY TO OWN 

THEM, OR TO BE ABLE TO 
BORROW THEM."

– Seth Siegelaub in Books and Ideas after Seth Siegelaub, p 115



 Shoe Storage St.Annahof, 1981



Hilfe, die Platten fallen!
Schweizerisches Sozialarchiv

Photography, Sozarch_F_5009-Fx-032 
Zurich, 1978
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