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EDITORS’ NOTE

What does the Waldhaus need for its interim to become more sustainable, even 
endless? 
It does seem to be on a good path with the interim expiry date forever being 
pushed further down the road. There are many reasons for this delay and most 
of them remain out of our hands and out of our reach. 
We actually found the interim at the Waldhaus to be a quiet success story. 
While Project Interim enables it, it is the people living there that give it life 
and have shaped the interim over the years. During this semester we spent our 
time with this community, explored it and got to know its particularities. But 
what we observe is an anonymous building, a mystery for many people living 
around it. This unknowingness frightens people, makes them believe that it is 
unfriendly or even sinister. 
With this magazine we want to slot into this divide between outside and inside. 
On the one hand there is this Waldhaus. A building which is perceived as a 
placeholder that should really have been demolished years ago to make room 
for a newer, curvier, and more contemporary expression of architecture. The 
design competition was held for a new Waldhaus and a project was chosen, but 
now, many years later the old Waldhaus is still standing.
On the other hand, there is a Waldhaus that accommodates a community of 
people and enables a different way of life which has proven successful and last-
ed much longer than it had been planned for. 
And This side of the story in our opinion deserves more attention. It’s the sto-
ries from within the Waldhaus that we find valuable and the community that 
has evolved. Why is living in the Waldhaus so cool, how do we show this, and 
what can we learn from this experiment for the future of the interim?
So, to return to the questions first asked, we think that the Interim at the Wald-
haus already works. It stands as an example of sustainable, long lasting, and 
successful temporary use and could be continued indefinitely.
Waldhaus magazine talks about the interim, shows its people and traces their 
paths. It shows the life inside the building to the fullest and becomes a way for 
the dwellers to express themselves and open the building up to the neighbor-
hood. In this magazine we mediate between the different perceptions of the 
Waldhaus, ultimately telling the story of the Waldhaus through ourselves and 
the people living in the interim. Through conversations we capture a different 
side to the Waldhaus and enhance it.
We enjoyed our time at the Waldhaus. It was an adventure that we took to 
understand its  life from within and we are happy to share it with our readers.

With all respect,

LANCELOT BURWELL and 
ANASTASIA ZHAROVA
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THE RISE AND FALL 
OF A LUXURY HOTEL

Dolder Waldhaus saw its start on the 1st of 
July 1895 as a restaurant and was converted 
into a hotel in 1907. Once an extravagant villa 
and restaurant, Dolder Waldhaus was a center 
of attraction for Zurich notables, as well as for 
international clients. In this first state Dolder 
Waldhaus stayed for seventy years until it was 
blown up in 1972. This dramatic event was 
preceded with a big house sale, where any-
body who wanted could profit from buying 
the furniture and dinnerware for good prices.
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After the first Dolder Wald-
haus seeced to exist, the new 
project started to flourish. 
Today’s Dolder Waldhaus is a 
visual outcome of this project. 
Created in the middle of  the“-
Bauboom” in the 70s, the con-
struction profited from many 
technological inventions. The 
façade was prefabricated and 
brought together on the site. 
New materials and interest-
ing solutions were used in the 
construction process, as well as 
well thought through interior 
design, that brough the new 
Dolder Waldhaus to the level of 
a modern high standard hotel.
At the end, from a middle size 
“rustic” Waldhaus emerged an 
emblematic brutalist building 
with two towers that overlook 
the whole of Zurich. One tow-
er is seven stories high, while 
the other is nine. In each tower 
there are hotel rooms and so-
called apartments that were 
created for a new type of guest, 
“Dauergast”, as the need for 
a longer stay was emerging 

at the time. Apartments and 
even rooms were furnished 
with a style, as well as offered 
a kitchen or a kitchenette. Such 
furnishings offered an inter-
esting flexibility and opportu-
nities for a hotel at that time.
However, Dolder Waldhaus 
was famous not because of its 
“modern” room “layout”, but 
also from the social life that it 
was creating. The new building 
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Neues Hotel Waldhaus Dolder eröffnet
Reduktion der Bettensaid von 220 auf 170

Auf Wunsch des städtischen Baukollegiums ist die der Bauherrschalt zustehende grosse Baumasse auf zwei
Hochhäuser verteilt worden. Der Architekt hat die beiden Trakte sowohl in der Horizontalen als auch in der

Vertikalen sehr Ichhaft gegliedert.

Am Freitag abend ist das neue Hotel
Waldhaus Dolder feierlich und fröhlich eröffnet
worden. Es steht da, wo früher das alte, in weiten
Kreisen als Ausflugsziel und Ort geselliger Ver-
anstaltungen beliebte Waldhaus gestanden hatte,
an dem nach Südwesten ziemlich steil abfallenden
Hang unterhalb der Kurhausstrasse, dem Wald
nahe benachbart, mit freiem Blick auf Stadt, See
und Berge und in durchaus ruhiger Umgebung.
Mit der Gestalt des alten Waldhauses, diesem
Jahrhundertwendetraiim von Türmen, steilen
Dächern, Erkern und Terrassen, hat das neue
freilich nichts mehr gemein, und auch d er Name
«Waldhaus» ist nur noch traditionshalber berech-
tigt. Die beiden grauen Turmhäuser, weiche bis
zur Höhe von Tannen und Föhren (über 30 Meter)
aufragen, drohen viel eher, den nahen Forst zum
«Hauswald» zu degradieren.

Grosse Uaiiiiia
Es ist denn auch die Baumasse, die auf den

ersten Blick eher schockierend ins Auge fällt, und
zwar sowohl aus unmittelbarer Nähe als auch,
zumindest an klaren Tagen, aus der Ferne. Das
Turmpaar ist nicht zu übersehen, es setzt hart vor
dem Wald einen von vielen als brutal empfun-
denen grossstädtischen Akzent und nimmt mit
seiner Farbe auf den ersten Blick kaum für sich
ein; das Grau der vorfabrizierten Fassadenplatten
dämpft allerdings eine allzu intensive Fernwir-
kung. Zu dieser Baumasse ist zu sagen, dass sie
im Rahmen der Verordnungen, Gesetze und vor-
gesehenen Ausnahmebewilligungen zu Recht be-
steht. Das Areal, das sich (wie das Grand-Hotel,
das Wellenbad, zahlreiche Tennisplätze, die
Kunsteisbahn u. a.) im Besitz der Dolderbahn-AG
befindet, hat eine derartige Ausnützung erlaubt;
es war eine Arealüberbauung möglich, die sich
nicht mehr an die nach Zonenordnung vorge-
schriebene Geschosszahl zu halten brauchte.

Die Frage war nun noch, wie die Baumasse
gestaltet werden sollte. Architekt Robert Briner
hatte den Auftrag, alle Gästezimmer sowie auch
Hallenbad und Restaurants nach Südosten, Süden
oder Westen zu orientieren; das bedingte unter
allen Umständen eine grosse, stadtwärts gerichtete

Fassadenfläche. Ein erstes Projekt sah einen

Neue Chefs beim Zivilschutz
Das Amt für Zivilschutz teilt mit:
Die Stadt Zürich ist zivilschutzmässig in 5 Ab-

schnitte zu rund 80 000 Einwohner und in 2/ Sek-
toren zu rund 20 000 Einwohner unterteilt. Die
Leitung in diesen Zivilschutzgebieten besteht aus
einem Chef (Kommandant), einem Stellvertreter
sowie einer Anzahl taktisch und fachtechnisch ge-
schulter Mitarbeiter, den Abschnitts- beziehungs-

weise Sektordienstchefs.
Der Abschnittschef vergleichbar mit einem

Regimentskommandanten in der Armee koordi-
niert und entscheidet über Einsatz und Nutzung
des Schutz- und Hilfspotentials. Zudem ist er zu-
ständig für die Zusammenarbeit weiterer zugewie-

sener Mittel, zum Beispiel Luftschutztruppen. Er
ist verantwortlich für die Durchführung aller vor,
der Ortsleitung angeordneten Massnahmen in sei-
nem Abschnitt.

Der dem Abschnittschef taktisch unterstellte
Sektorchef vergleichbar mit einem Bataillons-
kommandanten ist für den Einsatz der personel-

len und materiellen Mittel in seinem Sektor zustän-
dig. Er koordiniert und überwacht die angeord-

neten Massnahmen der ihm unterstellten Quartier-
leitungen und Einsatzdetachemente.

Mit Wirkung ab 1. Januar 1975 sind nach-
stehende Mitarbeiter des Zivilschutzes der Stadt
Zürich durch den Ortschef zu Abschnitts- und
Sektorchefs ernannt worden: zum Chef des Ab-
schnitts 3: Prof. Dr. Hansjürg Beck, Ottenweg 12,

8008 Zürich; zum Chef des Abschnitts 4: Dr. Al-
bert Cavegn, Langgrütstrasse 200, 8047 Zürich;
zum Chef des Sektors 43: Prof. Dr. Hans Ringger,

Heinrichstrasse 120, 8005 Zürich; zum Chef des
Sektors 51: Hans Imbach, Fellenbergstrasse 184,

8047 Zürich.

fünfgeschossigen, dafür ziemlich langen Trakt vor.
Das Baukollegium, ein Gremium von Fachleuten,
das die städtischen Behörden berät, lehnte diese
Lösung ab und schlug die Verteilung der Bau-
masse auf zwei Hochbauten vor. Damit erklärte
sich die Bauherrschaft einverstanden, obwohl be-
triebliche Nachteile in Kauf zu nehmen waren.
Der Architekt tat dann ein übriges, indem er die
beiden Türme sowohl im Grundriss als auch in
der Vertikalen stark gliederte, staffelte und stufte:
Das hat eine optische «Auflösung >; der Baumasse
vor allem bei sonnigem Wetter in Licht- und
Schattenpartien zur Folge. All das ändert freilich
nichts daran, dass man den ganzen Hotelkomplex
an dieser empfindlichen, weil vielen Blicken aus-
gesetzten Stelle der Stadt für überdimensioniert
hält.

Ausrichtung auf Dauergäste

Die Qualifikation «überdimensioniert >;
liegt

einem auch auf der Zunge in bezug auf das
Hotel. In den letzten Jahren sind in der Stadt und
[i deren unmittelbaren ,. Umgebung zahlreiche

grosse Erstklasshäuser entstanden, die das Betten-
angebot sprunghaft und, wie es sich weisen sollte,
recht wesentlich über den Bedarf hinaus
ansteigen liessen. Die Eröffnung des neuen Hotels
Waldhaus Dolder fällt deshalb in eine ungünstige
Zeit. Der Präsident des Verwaltungsrates der
Dolderbahn-AG, W. Schweizer, wies zur Recht-
fertigung darauf hin, dass die Planung in einer
ganz anderen Zeit aufgenommen worden sei (sie
hat viele J a h re in Anspruch genommen), dass
man ein bestehendes Hotel ersetzt habe (das alte
Waldhaus» hatte 80 Gästebetten) und dass die

Beherbergung von Gästen seit 1895 das Erwerbs-
ziel der Gesellschaft sei.

Wenn man die Eröffnung eines weiteren Erst-
klasshotels nicht gerade mit Begeisterung be-
grüsst, so ist doch hervorzuheben, dass es sich bei
diesem «Waldhaus» um einen Betrieb handelt, der
neue Massstäbe setzt. Durch die Entwicklung ge-
zwungen, haben sich die Verantwortlichen ein
Konzept erarbeitet, das nicht nur auf die rarer
gewordenen eiligen Geschäftsleute und Touristen
ausgerichtet ist, sondern auch andere Gästeka-
tegorien anpeilt, namentlich Dauergäste. Zu
diesem Zweck ist man von den ursprünglich ge-
planten 220 Gästebetten abgekommen und hat
zahlreiche Appartements eingerichtet, die sich aus
einem kleineren Schlafzimmer, einem meist
überraschend geräumigen Wohnzimmer und einer
Kleinküche oder Kochnische zusammensetzen;
Kochnischen gehören auch zu allen übrigen
Zweibettzimmern, und 150-Liter-Kühlschränkc
findet man gar in allen Gästeräumen. Die
Appartements eignen sich als kleine Geschäfts-
niederlassungen, als Wohnungen für Allein-
stehende oder Ehepaare, die sich von der Haushalt-
arbeit entlasten wollen (und finanziell können)
und auch als bediente Alterswohnungen. Billig ist
ein Daueraufenthalt freilich nicht: Die Mieter
zahlen grundsätzlich die Hotelpreise, wobei
Rabatte bei Vertragsdauer von einem Jahr bzw.
drei Jahren gewährt werden,

Die beiden Türme enthalten zusammen insge-
samt 30 Einbettzimmer, 65 Doppelzimmer oder
Zweibett-Appartements und 5 grössere Suiten,
insgesamt 170 Betten, wobei der kleinere Ostturm
vor allem die Dauergäste, der grössere Westturm
die Passanten aufnehmen soll. Die Zimmer sind
alle überdurchschnittlich gross, gut und ge-
schmackvoll eingerichtet und gegen Lärm vor-
züglich isoliert; überall gehören selbstverständlich
Dusche und Bad, Telephonrundspruch und TV-
Anschluss sowie Dircktwahltelephon dazu. Und
geradezu einzigartig ist die Aussicht, die man von
fast allen Zimmern und den ihnen zugeordneten
grossen Balkonen und Terrassen aus geniesst.

Drei Restaurants und ein Hallenbad
Das neue «Waldhaus» wird nicht mehr in

gleichem Mass wie das alte Ort geselliger
Zusammenkünfte sein. Das Saalangebot ist auf
einen unterteilbaren Konferenzraum zusammen-
geschrumpft; dafür gibt es drei Restaurants,
nämlich das eigentliche Tagesrestaurant mit einer
Essbar im Mittelpunkt und zahlreichen Deko-

Laiigwierige Untersuchungen im Fall Haemmerli
Befragung

von über hundert Personen
Die Bezirksanwaltschaft Zürich teilt mit:
Die Aufklärung des Sachverhaltes in derStrafuntersuchung gegen den Chefarzt der Medi-

zinischen Klinik des Stadtspitals Triemli, Prof.
Dr. U. Haemmerli, bedingt, dass aus dem Kreis
des Personals im Stadtspital Triemli, unter Ein-
schluss d er ehemaligen Beschäftigten, mehr als
hundert Personen befragt werden müssen. Ferner
werden zurzeit die benötigten Unterlagen zur Er-mittlung der möglichen Einzelfälle zuhanden des
Gerichtlich-Medizinischen Instituts beschafft. DieAuswertung d er konkreten Krankheitsverläufe ist
Sache des Gerichtsarztes. Die Frage, inwieweit
Todesfälle als Folge cines Nahrungsentzuges er-folgt sind, kann erst nach Abschluss dieser Er-mittlungen beantwortet werden. Hinsichtlich der
Dauer dieser sehr aufwendigen Untersuchungs-
handlungen kann zurzeit keine Prognose gestellt
werden.

Attacke James Schwarzenbachs
gegen Stadträtin Pestalozzi

(ddp) Den Rücktritt der Zürcher StadträtinRegula Pestalozzi hat Nationalrat James Schwar-
zenbach am Freitag namens d er schweizerischenRepublikanischen Bewegung des Kantons Zürichgefordert. In einer Stellungnahme warf er Frau
Pestalozzi «Rufmord» am Chefarzt der Medizini-
schen Klinik des Stadtspitals Triemli, Prof. Urs
Haemmerli, vor. gegen den eine Strafunter-suchung wegen des Verdachts d er fahrlässigen
Tötung läuft.

Schwarzenbach und seine Republikaner er-
heben «energischen Protest gegen das unüberlegte
und in jeder Hinsicht unangemessene Vorgehen»
von Stadträtin Pestalozzi gegen den «hoch-
verdienten, durch sein fachliches Können und
sein Verantwortungsgefühl gegenüber den Patien-
ten ausgewiesenen» Chefarzt. Die Ueberweisung
des Falles an die Bezirksanwaltschaft und die
«herausfordernde» Erklärung Frau Pestalozzis
vor dem Gemeinderat komme einem Rufmord
nahe. Wenn jemand heule sofort in seinem Amt
eingestellt werden müsste, dann wäre das «un-
zweifelhaft Frau Regula Pestalozzi-), schliesst das
Communiquer

es. Mit dem massiven Angriff Nationalrat
Schwarzenbachs gegen den Gesundheitsvorstand
der Stadt Zürich, Stadträtin Dr. Regula Pesta-
lozzi, hat der Fall Haemmerli, welcher zunächst
vor allem juristische, medizinische und ethisch-
humanitäre Fragen aufzuwerfen schien, nun die
offenbar unvermeidliche Wendung zum derben
Politikum genommen. Dass Schwarzenbach un-
zimperlich ist weiss man; dass er jedoch poli-
tisches Kapital aus der Angelegenheit schlagen
will, muss insofern befremden, als er in seiner
Eigenschaft als Behördemitglied das Dilemma
zwischen persönlicher Einstellung zu einer
komplexen Frage und der Anitspllicht kennen
sollte. Laut Strafprozessordnung, 8 21, war Frau
Pestalozzi verpflichtet, die Bemerkung Haemmer-
lis über die Nahriingsentzichung bei gewissen
Patienten den Strafverfolgungsbehörden zur
Kenntnis zu bringen. Ihr wegen der Einhaltung
geltenden Rechts Vorwürfe zu machen und sie
gar des Rufmordes zu bezichtigen, ist deshalb
fehl am Platze.

rationsstückcn an den Wänden, die an Wald und
Waldarbeit erinnern, den danebenliegenden Grill-
Rooin, dem farbige Jugendstilglasscheiben aus
dem alten «Waldhaus) das Gepräge geben, und
die Bähnlihar auf der Galerie darüber, deren
Charakter von DoUlerbahnrequisiten bestimmt
wird. Das Angebot reicht, in den einzelnen Ab-
teilungen abgestuft, vom einfachen Plättli und
vom offenen Wein bis hin zu leckeren
Spezialitäten und gaumenkitzclnden Tropfen;
Kinder, Fischliebhaber und Schlankhcitsfanatikcr
hat man nicht vergessen.

Ein wichtiger Bestandteil zeitgemässer Erst-
klasshotels ist das Hallenbad. Es findet sich zu
ebener Erde unter den Restaurants, ist gut be-
sonnt und verfügt im Freien über eine Liege-
wiese. Das Becken misst 12,5 mal 7 Meter; die
125 Kubikmeter Wasser (26 bis 28' Grad warm)
werden alle drei Stunden umgewälzt und mit
Brom automatisch entkeimt. Das Hallenbad ist
mit Unterwassermassage-Einrichtungen versehen,
ausserdem sind ihm eine Sauna, eine Solarium-
Kabine und ein Massageraum angegliedert. In
einer Tiefgarage haben rund 70 Autos Platz,
weitere Parkplätze gibt es im Freien. Eine gross
dimensionierte Zentralwäscherei dient auch dem
Grand-Hotel Dolder. Direktor des neuen Hauses
ist Hans Jörg Tobler, der vor Jahren einmal Vize-
direktor des Kongresshauses gewesen ist.

Beitrag an Eingliederungsstätte
wei. In einer Weisung an den Gemeinderat

beantragt der Stadtrat, dem «Verein Zürcher
Anlernwerkstätte für behinderte Jugendliche»
einen A-fonds-perdu-Bcitrag von 136 580 Fr. zu
gewähren. Der Kredit, der sich um die allfällige
Bauteuerung erhöht, soll die Restfinanzierung der
Kosten d er Verlegung der Werkstätte vom Schul-
haus Gotthelfstrasse an die Hardturmstrasse ge-
währleisten. Insgesamt sind die Umzugskosten
auf 628 180 Fr. veranschlagt, wobei der Bund
einen Beitrag von 191 600 und der Kanton einen
solchen von 300 000 Fr. zugesichert hat. Die
Restfinanzierung kann der Verein nicht aus
eigenen Mitteln aufbringen.

Dem «Verein Zürcher Anlernwerkstätte für
behinderte Jugendliche» ist von der Stadt Zürich
vor rund 10 Jahren eine Werkstatt im Schulhaus
Gotthelfstrasse mietweise überlassen worden. Als
sich Anfang 1973 zeigte, dass diese Räume für
den Ausbau der Heilpädagogischen Hilfsschule
benötigt werden, gelang es dem Verein, an der
Hardturmstrasse einen geeigneten Ersatz zu
finden. Das längerfristig gemietete, nicht unter-
teilte Geschoss bedarf allerdings eines Ausbaues,
der von eidgenössischen und kantonalen Stellen
als zweckmässig befunden worden ist. Das Raum-
programm umfasst fünf Werkstatträume mit je
zehn Plätzen, ein Schulzimmer, eine Schulküche,
ein Leiterbüro und einen Speisesaal sowie ver-
schiedene Nebenräume. Die reinen Baukosten
belaufen sich auf 580 000 Fr.

Die 1955 gegründete und vom «Verein
Zürcher Anlernwerkstätten für behinderte Jugend-
liche» getragene Zürcher Anlemwerkstätte gilt als
von der Invalidenversicherung anerkannte Ein-
gliederungswerkstätte für schulentlassene geistig
gebrechliche Burschen und Mädchen. Die durch-
wegs extern wohnenden Schüler können hier in
der Kartonage-, Holz-, Montage- oder Metall-
abteilung Anlehren in maschinellen Seriearbeiten
oder Handarbeiten absolvieren. Sie erhalten dabei
eine zweijährige Ausbildung und werden an-
schliessend wenn immer möglich in die Wirt-
schaft vermittelt Behinderte, für die kein solcher
Platz gefunden werden kann, werden später
in geschützte Dauerwerkstätten aufgenommen.
Immerhin können alljährlich 25 bis 30 Schütz-
linge die Werkstätte mit ihren 50 Arbeitsplätzen
verlassen, um in Privatbetrieben eine Arbeit an-
zutreten, die ihnen ihr Auskommen sichert

Nur bis Bellevue
su. Bei der Tramhaltestelle Bellevue. Seite

Theaterstrasse, warten recht viele Leute auf den
nächsten «Schlitten» in Richtung Central. Es ist
17 Uhr 30. Ein «Vierer» mit Anhänger rollt
heran. Beim mittleren Eingang des Triebwagens
bilden etwa zehn Leute gewissermassen ein Spalier
für die aussteigenden Passagiere. Diese haben es
nicht sonderlich eilig, ins Freie zu gelangen. Sie
blicken vielsagend in die Runde, aber es versteht
sich von selbst, dass niemand spricht. Was hätten
sie auch sagen sollen? Schliesslich sind wir ja nicht
in Neapel, sondern in Zürich, einer Stadt, deren
Einwohner im Tram mit stüler Grösse eine Miene
aufsetzen, die dem Ernst der Lage angemessen
ist. Dringende Mitteilungen privater Natur sie
mögen das miese Wetter betreffen und in einer
höflichen Anfrage nach dem Wohlbefinden der
Frau Gemahlin eines Bekannten kulminieren
werden allenfalls im Flüsterton durchgegeben.
Störenfriede, die sich in normaler Lautstärke m i t-
einander unterhalten, werden mit erstaunten bis
bösen Blicken gemustert.

Doch zurück zur Haltestelle Bellevue: Der
letzte Passagier ist ausgestiegen es ist tatsäch-
lich der letzte, der Tramwagen ist erstaunlicher-
weise leer geworden , die Eintretenden haben
beim Platznehmen die Qual der Wahl. Doch noch
während der Kniebeuge verkündet der Wagen-
führer über die Lautsprecheranlage: «Nur bis
Bellevue bitte nicht einsteigen!»

Deshalb also haben sämtliche Fahrgäste das
sinkende Schiff beziehungsweise den wendenden
«Vierer» verlassen. Soweit ist alles klar. Was aber
die aussteigenden Passagiere betrifft, möchte man
auf eine früher gestellte Frage zurückkommen:
Was hätten sie den Einsteigenden auch sagen
sollen? Bis hierher und nicht weiter? Oder
ganz prosaisch: Nur bis Bellevue?

Nun ja, aber das «Sich-dem-licben-Mitmen-
schcn-Mitteilen» in aller Oeffentlichkeit liegt uns
Nordländern eben nicht besonders. Wir sind, wie
bereits gesagt, ja nicht in Neapel. Was aber ist mit
den Zürchern, die schon dort gewesen sind und
daher wissen sollten, wie lustig es in einem öffent-
lichen Verkehrsmittel sein kann? Weshalb haben
sie nichts vom sonnigen Gemüt des Südens nach
Hause und in die heimischen Tramwagen ge-
bracht, und warum sind sie nicht wenigstens ein
wenig weniger verschlossen geworden? Sind am
Ende die globetrottenden Limmatstädter auf ihrer
Fahrt gen Süden unter dem Druck der Tat-
sachen, als sie zur Kenntnis nehmen mussten, dass
in neapolitanischen Autobussen schamlos gespro-
chen, gepfiffen, gesungen und sogar ein starkes
Stück! laut gelacht wird, zusammengebrochen?
Möglicherweise. «Vedi Napoli, e poi muori!»

Reform der Uni-Studentenschaft
(sda) Der Grosse Studentenrat der Universität

(GStR) hat in einer Sitzung über verschiedene
Reformen in d er Organisation d er Gesamtstuden-
tenschaft beschlossen. Die Amtszeit der Organe
soll künftig ein Jahr statt ein Semester betragen.
Die Wahl des Studentenparlaments soll in allen
grösseren Fakultäten nach dem Proporzverfahren
stattfinden. Mit diesen Aenderungen, die noch
der Genehmigung durch die Universitätsbehör-
den bedürfen, wird eine kontinuierliche und
repräsentative Interessenvertretung angestrebt

Der GStR protestierte ferner in einer Reso-
lution gegen Disziplinarmassnahmen, die an der
Universität Bern ergriffen worden sind. An der
Universität Zürich beantrage der Universitäts-
richtcr, verschiedene Piiblizistikstudenten vom
Studium auszuschliessen, die bloss «die Räume
des Institutes für eine selbständige, kritische Wis-
senschaftsarbeit benützt» hätten. Der GStR for-
dert die Widerrufung der Ausschlüsse von zwei
Studenten und die Einstellung der Disziplinar-
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DENNER-Referendum

gegen das Bundesgesetz Über die Ein- und Ausfuhr von Erzeugnissen aus Landwirtschaftsprodukten

Werle Mitbürgerinnen und Mitbürger.

Mit dem Gesetz, das die harmlose Bezeichnung «Bundesgesetz über die Ein- und Ausfuhr
von Erzeugnissen aus Landwirtschaftsprodukten» trögt, könnte der Bund einen grossen Teil
der Lebens- und Genussmittel, die in die Schweiz eingeführt werden, einer neuen Zollbela-
stung unterwerfen, und zwar nicht nur Kindernährmittel, Zuckerwaren, Schokoladen, Teig-
waren, Backwaren usw., von denen heute geredet wird. Im Gesetz steht nämlich ausdrück-
lich, dass der Bund bei weiteren Erzeugnissen aus Landwirtschaftsprodukten neue Zölle
erheben kann. Wer somit dieses Gesetz annimmt, kauft eine Katze im Sack, und ermöglicht
dem Bund, auf Schleichwegen neue Zölle einzuführen, die zu einer wesentlichen Verteuerung
der täglich benötigten Lebens- und Genussmittel (Ohren würden, da die Inländischen Fabri-
kanten keine ausländische Konkurrenz zu fürchten hätten und die Preise hochschrauben
könnten.
Erst recht den Kopf schütteln muss man, wenn man bei Durchsicht des Gesetzes feststellt,
dass die Einnahmen aus der zusätzlichen Belastung der Lebens- und Genussmittel, d. h. aus
der Belastung der Konsumenten, gar nicht dem Bund zukommen würden, sondern für die
Verbilligung des Exportes von Nahrungsmitteln Verwendung finden sollen. Ausgerechnet
die Fabrikationsbetriebe, die In Krisenzelten am wonigsten gefährdet wären, da ohne Nah-
rungsmittel niemand leben kann, sollen nicht nur von der ausländischen Konkurrenz ver-
schont werden, sondern man will noch, mit Geldern der Schweizer Konsumenten eins Ver-
billigung des Exporte« ihrer Produkte finanzieren. Würde das Gesetz in Kraft treten, konnten
alle anderen Branchen ähnliche Schutzmassnahmen verlangen, deren Auswirkungen nicht
abzusehen wären. Es gilt daher, den Anfängen zu wehren!

Darum:
Gegen neue Zölle auf Schleichwegen
Gegen die Förderung des Exportes auf dem Buckel der
Konsumenten0 Gegen die Irreführung des Volkes durch täuschende Geset-zesbezeichnung
Gegen die Vergrösserung des Staatsapparates mit Steuer-geldern

durch
Unterzeichnung des vom Schweizerischen Konsumentenbund unterstützten
DENNER-Referendums gegen das «Bundesgesetz über die Ein- und Ausfuhr
von Erzeugnissen aus Landwirtschaftsprodukten».

Unterschriftenkarten können Sie in sämtlichen DENNER SUPER-
DISCOUNTS sowie bei der DENNER AG, Löwenstrasse 29, 8001 Zürich,
Tel. (01) 25 59 15, beziehen. Wir bitten Sie, diese zu unterzeichnen und
sofort zurückzusenden.

Unten in der Stadt
haben die Hotels Konferenzräume.

Darum hat das neue
Hotel Waldhaus Dolder*

viel Erholungsraum

Gerade für
Geschäftsleute.

Die Stadt lebtvom Geschäftsleben.
Und die Stadthotels haben sich auf
die Geschäftigkeit von Geschäfts-
leuten eingestellt. Zum Beispiel mit
modernst eingerichteten, klimati-
sierten Konferenzräumen.
Für alle, die von der Stadt genug
haben und eine ruhige Umgebung
schätzen, gibt es jntzt das neue
Hotel Waldhaus Dolder. Über dem
Stadtrummel. Mit
Sicht auf die Stadt; i i , i
den See und die llOTölAlpen. Mit
viel natürli-
chem Erho-
lungsraum

rundum. Mit verschiedenen Sport-
anlagen in nächster Umgebung.
Und mit einer reichen Auswahl anSpezialitäten im Restaurant, Im
Grillroom, an der Essbar oder in
derBähnli-Bar.Übrigens: mit der Dolderbahn ist
man von der Stadt (Römerhof) in
vier Minuten hier obea

Eröffnung: 18. Januar 1975

Cblder
Zürich AufderSonnenseite von Zürich

REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA
6% Bonds 1979/84

S. G. WARBURG & CO. LTD., announce that thc sixth annual
instalment of Bonds (o a nominal value of US-$ 12üO OOO llave bccnpurchascii for redemption on 31st January 1975.

30 Gresham Street
London, EDP 2EÜ 14lh January 1975

Mitgeteilt von:

BANQUE INTERNATIONALE A LUXEMBOURG
Societc Anonyme

Grössere
Spriihtrocknungs-
kapazität

steht bevorzugt für Naturprodukte
und Lebensmittel
im Lohn- oder Auftragsverfahren
zur Verfügung.

Verfahrenstechnische Beratung möglich.
Wir sprechen gern mit Ihnen über Ihre
Probleme.

Anfragen unter Chiffre G 10132 der
Annoncenabteilung NZZ, 8021 Zürich.

Haben Sie den notwendigen Weitblick - erkennen Sie die Zukunft,
wie ehemals die Gründer von IBM, Xerox usw.? Wir suchen

10 Millionen Franken
in Tranchen ab Fr. 50 000. für eine Neugründung. Entsprechende
Gewinnaussichten.
Streng vertrauliche Unterlagen gegen Kapitalnachweis und Angabc
der Telefonnummer unter Chiffre K 10135, Annoncenabteilung NZZ,
8021 Zürich.

Installieren Sie in der nächsten Zeh einen
NCR-Century-Computer und benötigen Sie
vorher noch Testzeit?
Wir haben auf unserem System noch

freie Kapazität
und können Sie Ihnen zu einem günstigen
Ansatz offerieren.

Unsere Konfiguration
NCR-Century 150 (48 K)
Magnetplatten 657 3 Spindeln
Drucker 640-205 mit OCR-B
Unsere Software
Betriebssystem B1
Famous

Sind Sie an unserem Angebot interessiert,
so rufen Sie doch bei uns an.

WERDMÜHLE IMMOBILIEN AG
Werdmühleplatz 1, 8021 Zürich
Telefon (01) 23 0690, intern 70

offered various kinds of activities for 
its guests and visitors. A big restau-
rant, famous Bähnli-Bar, pool with 
sauna, sport activities and immense 
greenery in the forest. The Wald-
haus once again became a centre 
of attraction for a nice stay, dinner, 
or leisure. Also situated in a perfect 
spot with a breathtaking view and 
one-of-a-kind access by rack railway.
The social life of the hotel extended 

beyond dinners and casual drinks. 
The Waldhaus hosted various the-
ater performances and masquerade 
balls, as well as traditional tearoom 
and seasonal restaurant competi-
tions. Such a spectrum of events that 
took place just in one hotel made it 
one of the go to places in Zurich.
But the story of the hotel changed 
after the year 2000. For some peri-
od, the Dolder Waldhaus together 

with the Dolder Grand suffered fi-
nancial troubles and the manage-
ment was trying to find a solution to 
their problems. It was thought that 
the Dolder Waldhaus was going out 
of fashion and needed to be redone to 
correspond to the fashion of today. An 
international architecture competition 
took place and then another competi-
tion for interior design. Waldhaus, as 
we see it today, should already have dis-
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appeared. The media coverage was 
also never favourable to the build-
ing. Even in the seventies, one of the 
most important Zurich newspapers, 
the NZZ, called the new towers “the 
grey monsters on a hill”. The situa-
tion got worse after the hotel closed 
and its fate was unknown. There 

were a variety of TV reportag-
es, newspaper articles and talks 
about the “ugliness” of the build-
ing. One example is the com-
parison to “prison, military base 
or barracks” on the SRF news. 
The question arises, how was it 
possible that a luxury hotel and 
building that hosted a variety 
of high society events suddenly 
was neglected in this way or even 
hated by so many? Nonetheless, 

a big change came to Dolder 
Waldhaus that changed its face 
and purpose. In 2017, during 
the time of unknowns, the for-
mer hotel acquired the status of 
interim, offering to anyone will-
ing to take a room to live in it. 
Life came back to the hotel, as 
thousands of people visited it 
to see if they would like to be-
come a part of its story. At the 
end at least 2500 people ap-
plied for an apartment there, 
which seemed to be a great turn 
of events for the Waldhaus.•

SCHWEIZER  ILLUSTRIERTE40

Seesicht zum Schnäppchenpreis! Das Viersternehotel 
DOLDER WALDHAUS in Zürich ist die ungewöhn-
lichste Übergangsnutzung der Schweiz. Wie es sich im 

ehemaligen Luxushaus so lebt, erzählen sechs Bewohner. 

WG im  
Luxushotel

TEXT MAREN MEYER 
FOTOS GERI BORN

H ier gaben sich frü-
her die Schönen 
und Reichen von 
Welt die Klinke in 
die Hand. Seit Juli 

dieses Jahres wohnen im ehema-
ligen Luxushotel Dolder Wald-
haus am Zürcher Adlisberg Stu-
denten, Familien und Renter. 

Möglich macht die wohl unge-
wöhnlichste Zwischennutzung 
der Schweiz ein Rekurs. Denn ei-
gentlich war das Ende des Vier-
sternehotels bereits besiegelt, ein 
Neubau in Planung. Mit dem Re-
kurs verschob sich der Abriss von 
2016 auf 2020. Was also tun? Um 
laufende Kosten zu sparen, ent-
schied sich die Hotel Dolder AG 
für eine Zwischennutzung mit 
Projekt Interim. Das Unterneh-
men kümmert sich um die Ver-
mietung von temporär leer ste-
henden Gebäuden.

Unter dem Motto «Wohnen im 
Waldhuus» haben sie viele der 
ehemaligen Hotelzimmer zu Zwei-
Zimmer-Wohnungen zusammen-
geschlossen. Die Küchen sind win-
zig, der Standard veraltet, manche 

Zimmer verwohnt. Doch die Mie-
ten sind günstig: 190 Franken kos-
tet eine Ein-Zimmer-Wohnung 
zum Garten, 2500 Franken zahlt 
man für fünfeinhalb Zimmer, und 
Zwei-Zimmer-Wohnungen sind 
ab 800 Franken zu haben.

Es zeigte sich: Waschbeton 
aus den 70er-Jahren hat seinen 
Reiz, vor allem, wenn er mit einer 
Aussicht über die Stadt und den 
Zürisee daherkommt: Über 3000 
Einzugswillige kamen zur Besich-
tigung, am Schluss bewarben sich 
2500 Interessenten für die 100 
Hotelzimmer und Wohnungen. 
Die Endauswahl traf Projekt In-
terim. «Eine breite Durchmi-
schung ist uns wichtig», sagt 
Partner Lukas Amacher. Wohn-
zwischennutzungen hätten oft 
die Vorteile einer grossen WG.

Bis Januar 2020 dauert die Zwi-
schennutzung voraussichtlich. 
Dann sollen die Betonklötze end-
gültig weichen. Für rund 100 Mil-
lionen Franken lässt Dolder-Be-
sitzer Urs E. Schwarzenbach die 
Architekten Meili Peter & Partner 
einen Neubau planen: Ein Vier-
sternehotel mit rund hundert 
Hotelzimmern, Appartements 
und Mietwohnungen.  

Gute Aussichten Von aussen machen die Ho-
telklötze von 1975 wenig her. Von innen bietet 
sich ein weiter Blick über Zürich und den See.

Waschbeton-
Charme  

Im ehemaligen 
Nobelhotel am 
Zürcher Adlis-
berg kosten die 

Wohnungen  
zwischen 190 und 

2500 Franken. 
Bis Januar 2020 
kann man hier 

wohnen.

Schöne alte Zeit Bevor die modernen Beton-
türme gebaut wurden, stand dort seit 1895 das 

schlossähnliche Hotel Waldhaus.
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Andreas
Fischer

The whole interim use is pretty inter-
esting at the moment anyway. It’s such 
a pilot project for Project Interim, but 
also for a lot of people when you get 
into it. It is a kind of new biotope, a 
kind of coexistence which could per-
haps be a model for the future. If you 
are also faniliar with well-known so-
ciologists in Germany, then you see 
that it’s already thought ahead. Here 
we are not a society, that make mon-
ey with it, but we, a few people who 
live here - including me - we are al-
ready thinking a little further. At the 
moment everything is changing any-
way, also living together is changing. 
We know people here who have had 
children, and some are older, in their 
mid-50s, and they all don’t want to 
go back to their condominium. There 
is an isolation in society, but here we 
make great friends.
As for this isolation, we’ve spent 
time here in the common room 
a few times now, but there wasn’t 
much going on here.
 No, it’s not that busy here. 
That’s why it’s good that you’re talking 
to me, because I know everything. I 
was also responsible for this space in 

the past, now I’m not anymore, I’m 
currently mostly working outside. I 
am a lawyer; I have been an interna-
tional lawyer for a long time and have 
been an academic for a long time. I’m 
interested in the whole world, right? 
How things are connected, and this 
is also some kind of an experiment, 
but not for those who run it now - I 
would like to replace them to be hon-
est. It is an original idea, and at the 
beginning we had a few people who 
were in this community who shared 
the same concepts. More similar to 
the way I thought. Then it was hi-
jacked a bit and became more of a 
typical capitalist project. You could 
create everything wonderfully here, 
a lot! But the creativity is not there. 
How can you connect old and new? 
A synthesis of creating something 
new. That is not there because it is 
not in the head. The software does 
not exist. The hardware does, but not 
the software. You could do a lot here. 
And you’re right, it’s cool here, but 
you can’t really invite people. It looks 
cool, it has a certain atmosphere. 
I cook here because I don’t have a 
kitchen, that’s why. And you could do 

1976
germany
jornalist

garden room
lower ground floor

since 2018

“It is a 
kind of 
new bio-
tope, a 
kind of 

coexistence 
which could 
perhaps be 
a model for 
the future”
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alot with the right ideas. Quite a few. 
But there must also be the will. Like 
everywhere. So we withdrew a little, 
even if at the beginning we had a lot 
of ideas. We wanted to get involved as 
a community. We have a lot of people 
here, you know. We’re very diverse. 
We have architects here, we have art-
ists, we have humanities scholars, we 
have economists, we have students. 
A diverse mess. Most of them are 
for themselves. They don’t care. They 
are for themselves, but we - a certain 
group - we know each other very well 
and we are like a small family. We 
also wanted to create something out 
of it. For example, Tauschbörse is our 
project. We brought that to life. We 
started this kind of lost and found 
corner. We also have the kitchen one 
floor lower - I’m in charge of it, but-
nobody really cares. The problem of 
the commons. I cook here regularly. 
I know everything. Still, it’s not possi-
ble to have a decent kitchen here - it’s 
clean now because I always tidy up, 
but most of the people just use it and 
leave. They don’t have the conscience 
for it. That’s why it’s a bit cold and 
we’ve withdrawn a bit. In the begin-
ning everything was so creative. We 
had table tennis here and we had par-
ties and barbecues here.
And did it work better in the begin-
ning?
 As so often, as in a relation-
ship! You go in and WOW, every-
thing is new! Then after some time 
a lot of people said goodbye and left. 
So small groups have formed. That 
was predictable. Actually, this space 
is not really used. Last week we want-
ed to have a barbecue, but the sun 
wasn’t there. The energy that prevails 
a bit at the moment, even in the eve-
ning, is rather quiet. So, it’s more like 
contracted, a bit withdrawn. When 
I moved in, I thought, “My God, we 
have 2000 applicants out here.” And 
I only came in through luck. Most 
people were in before they even ap-
plied. The whole city wanted to come 
up here so how do you sort that out? 
It was also intended for people who 
don’t have a lot of money to give them 
another chance. In the end, there are 
a lot of people here who don’t need 
it. As I said, in terms of the idea, yes, 
wonderful. But in practice it is very 

difficult to get in. And there are also 
self-interests. You get here, if you 
know someone - your sister, your 
parents or friends. There is no pri-
ority list, but unofficially there is. I 
also worked a bit for Project Interim. 
I also have an office here in the for-
mer office of the manager of the ho-
tel. But now I’m working outside, I’ve 
been here for a year. Tried to build 
something up on my own. After I 
changed my career path from aca-
demia to practice, I wanted to set up 
my own things, among other things I 
gave courses here, German, Spanish, 
English. Courses internally. I wanted 
to do something. Even with coach-
ing. I wanted to get away from this 
9 to 5 job. I did it for 15 years and I 
wanted to create something different 
and then I had my home office. But 
now I’m back to normal work. Now 
I’m trying to shuffle money and then 
become self-employed again, because 
a lot is changing at the moment and 
lawyers and other people also see and 
need this in order to create some-
thing new from what already exists. 
So that’s a structure that we need 
here, but the structure that doesn’t 
really live. Maybe you feel that too? 
You could also do little things, with 
charm.
We think these rooms have a certain 
charm.
 Yes, a little. That’s why I’m 
happy. I am very grateful that I could 
be here. I have a very low rent, but I 
also notice that it feels a bit cold over 
time. Still I will miss the time. I’ll 
look back at some point and say wow, 
we were here. Nice ambience, nice 
surroundings, the forest and the view 
is not bad either. But it can also hap-
pen that you come here in winter and 
you don’t see anyone! And you think 
“my God, what’s going on?” Every-
thing is dark and you think “what am 
I doing here?” It does happen, very 
often. Then nobody is here, I cook 
here, then there is this huge architec-
ture, this huge building, but nobody 
inside! It’s not what I thought either. 
I imagined lwots of people, ramba-
zamba… No, it’s not like that, there 
are very few that you see again and 
again. Most people need team spirit. 
It is a kind of flat share and yet not flat 
share. One can withdraw. It is 

“It is a 
kind of flat 
share and 
yet not a 

flat share. 
I also like 
that bit of 
community 
feeling here 

but you 
have to live 

it too!”
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It did take Andreas a while to set up 
all the fallen chess figures but the 
game that followed turned out to be 
especially thrilling. Andreas chose 
his side wisely, leaving his opponent 
with white - under different circum-
stances the stronger color - but An-
dreas used the afternoon light in the 
play room to his advantage. His op-
ponent was blinded more and more 
harshly the lower the afternoon sun.





GSEducationalVersion

20:15 PM

GSEducationalVersion

22:36 PM

Andreas enjoys eating together 
with the friends he made in the 
Waldhaus. They are mostly his 
neighbours and also live in garden 
rooms. On a chill Thursday eve-
ning they had a dinner together.
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something in between, but a lot of 
people have also said “hey, I want to 
continue this with people I know.” 
They set up a kind of shared apart-
ment in the future. I also like that bit 
of community feeling here, if you live 
it too.
You really have everything here that 
many other buildings cannot offer. 
For example, I live in an apartment 
but without a large kitchen, large 
terrace, or large gym.
 Ah, I was in the gym just be-
fore.
We haven’t seen anyone in the gym 
yet.
Yes, we have two trainers. So some-
times everything is full, regularly. 
Now I don’t know, but depending on 
the situation, there are sometimes 
really 10 people in it. We once had a 
boxing group who rented it. They’re 
no longer here, they rented it 1.5 
years ago. So, there is a lot going on 
sometimes. Now a little quieter, then 
maybe in the evening a bit more. Yes, 
we have two fitness trainers, they 
have their customers, they train here 
with a lot of music. You can hear that 
up to here. It’s a bit quiet now, maybe 
because it’s December. Well, most of 
people who live here, don’t show up, 
go upstairs and go to work.
Everyone is free to decide for them-
selves, I think.
 Yes, exactly. Many are no 
longer here either. This old clique that 
moved in here. They also wanted to 
have children, wanted a little bigger 
apartment. Maybe a little more com-
fort.
Do you think that has something to 
do with this fear that the Waldhaus 
could close at any time?
 Yes, that was 3 or 4 times 
now. When you have children it’s dif-
ferent. We don’t know how it will go 
on now. So it’s up to the city of Zu-
rich. They have to give a preliminary 
notification and if it is positive and 
the project is approved, then we have 
to move out by January 2023.
Maybe that’s why the people here 
didn’t want to build anything per-
manent.
 Absolutely. Other people 
wanted to put down roots, also psy-
chologically. They didn’t always want 
to live in a makeshift arrangement, 

and some would leave after a year or 
a year and a half. There were a few. 
They wanted security. An apartment 
where you know: I can stay here now.
And how is that for you?
 Nope for me it’s all... well I’m 
very flexible. I used to live abroad. For 
me, uncertainty is a constant. I don’t 
mind. The only security you have is 
in yourself. No, I am grateful that I 
can be here. Otherwise I wouldn’t be 
able to make any savings and finance 
my projects on the side. But now I 
also notice that it is time. I would like 
to have a kitchen. Be able to cook for 
someone. I want to be able to with-
draw and I cannot. I have a home 
office. This is actually my apartment 
and after three years I want to change 
again. At the moment it is more stag-
nant, I would say, also because the 
energy is now a bit withdrawn. So if 
there is an extension, then I’ll be hap-
py to stay here, then I’ll see that I can 
get an apartment upstairs.
So, do a swap?
 Yes, exactly. Lots of people 
have done that too. I wanted toom 
but I gave them priority because it 
was more important for me to be able 
to finance my projects. But then you 
see how dark my rooms is. It is incon-
ceivable. This is the case with many 
garden rooms, and it does something 
to you over time. Then you have to 
go again, so you can look forward to 
a reasonably presentable apartment 
with space. And also, with privacy. 
I would love to do something with 
a colleague, but we can’t. It’s all top-
down. We had a lot of plans if I could 
only decide, but you know, as I said, 
the feeling isn’t there. It is one proj-
ect among many, and it is ultimately a 
money machine.
What were your plans? That would 
interest us.
 Look, these books here, 
they were already here. Everything 
here at the beginning. That’s how we 
moved in. So not much has changed 
since then. Project Interim only had 
a week to renovate the whole thing. 
The paint on the floor, for example, 
it is a garage paint to make it as sta-
ble as possible. I have photos, you 
can see how wonderful it was at the 
beginning. We used to have former 
employees - waiters - they came over 

and it was WOW, they worked here, 
they lived here. It was a family for 30 
years. This bar up here is the Bähnli-
bar. Blatter used to be come here too 
in the 80ies, 70ies. That was a huge 
thing. It was full of life. The whole 
city of Zurich came up here because 
of this bar. It has now been renovated. 
It can be rented for private events.
So, do you think more should come 
from Project Interim?
 Look, temporary use, or the 
idea of community life, that’s a con-
cept. That comes from a certain idea. 
We also had the idea, but it was not 
approved - it was stalled - because it 
did not conform to the rules. Typical 
Swiss. Is just the way. When you’re 
narrow-minded, you don’t think far. 
And most people think very narrow-
ly. We had also formed community  
with groups like this. We had archi-
tecture and other people, designers. 
Everyone with their talents and abili-
ties. We wanted to develop more and 
that was not approved. For example, 
where the ping pong room is or where 
the billiard room is, we wanted to do 
a library or a tea room. Unfortunate-
ly, it was not approved. Yes, either you 
are open, or you are not open. Either 
you think creatively, innovatively and 
are open to what is possible, or you are 
rigid in a structure and you are afraid. 
And, ultimately, Project Interim is a 
property management company. And 
some people that worked there at the 
beginning came with different ideas, 
but then they dropped out.
Thank you very much, we’ve already 
taken so much of your time. 
 Yes, thank you!•
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OBJECTS 
WITH LOVE

a sneak peek into this 
month’s tauschbörse
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1. Jonas Jonasson, 
Der Hundertjährige, 
der aus dem Fenster 
stieg und verschwand, 
roman.
•
•
•
•

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

15

16

2. G. E. Lessing, Na-
than der Weise / 
Joseph Eichendorff, 
Das Marmorbild.
•
3. Sweatshirt, Sunday 
morning originals.
•
4. Ernst Fisher, Was 

Marx Wirklich Sagte,
1968 Edition, 
•
5. Homer, Odyssee.
•
6. Small phone bag, 
handmade.
•
7. Two tote bags.

8. Teecafé Schwarzen-
bach.
9. Crab figure, gips.
•
10. Mark Haddon , The 
Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time.
•
•

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

17
18

19

20

11. Same same but 
different! - Chop-
sticks.
•
12. Brown leather 
shoes, brand un-
known.
•
•

13. Jean-Jacques Greif, 
Mozart.
•
14. Table light.
•
15. CD-disks collec-
tion, 80 disks. 
•
•

16. Small woman 
purse, handmade em-
broidery. 
•
17. Mattel Scene it Jr. 
DVD Game.
•
•
•

18. Opernhaus Zurich, 
Strings, Ballet pro-
gramm 
•
19. Betty bossi, Des-
serts für Alle.
•
20. Paysage, author un-
known, oil on paper. 
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Dorothea
Studerus

1964
switzerland
carpenter
2nd floor 

since may 2020

First of all, what is your name?
 Dorothea Studerus.
And where do you live?
 So, I live here on the second 
floor in the east tower. Is that the east 
tower? So, on this side - in a two room 
apartment.
And what do you do for a living?
 I work in a carpenter’s shop 
and take care of all the administrative 
work, we’re 20 people. But I’m only 
working 60% at the moment. And oth-
erwise, I do stuff myself. Yoga, walking 
the dog. Yes, he is quite old. Of course, 
I can take him to work with me, but 
that’s actually why I only want to work 
60%. I don’t want him to have to sit in 
the office all day. Sadly, it is quite fore-
seeable. He is over 12 years old.
That’s old for a dog.
 Yes, especially for this dog.
But actually, a beautiful place here.
 Yes, it is perfect! I just have 
to run out and I’m right in the forest. 
Really great! Otherwise, I take the car 
and drive up. He just can’t walk that far 
anymore. Then sometimes we drive up 
first.
And how long have you been living 
here?
 How long have I been living 
here...? Well officially since last March. 
My son has lived here since the begin-
ning, so 4-5 years. And I just always 
wanted to live here. At first, I had a gar-
den room. I lived there with my dog for 
a year.
Certainly not bad for the dog.
 The garden room was 13m ^ 2! 
But he enjoyed it anyway. He’s always 
with me anyway, always sitting next to 
me, so it doesn’t really matter. There 
could be a palace all around and he is 
still sitting next to me. No, it was a very 
exciting time.
There are many opportunities for 
the community in the Waldhaus. The 
pool, now a gym, the bar, the kitch-
en, and garden plus terraces. How 
did you use these places and how is 
the feeling of community here in the 
Waldhaus?
 Aha, so it’s always a little bit 
the same. The same people who look 
after the rooms, so that they don’t get 
completely out of hand. They make 
sure that the bins and recycling are kept 
tidy. Let’s put it this way: It’s often the 
same people who make the mess and 

the same people who tidy it up again. 
That’s just the way it is. In terms of use, 
I actually used the gym less. But there 
are many who really use it on a regular 
basis and find it totally cool. I’m at the 
pool table now and then. Not so much 
outside in the garden. In general, I tend 
to go out into the front. Terrace yes! It 
is just great! And I also use the kitchen. 
Not that much now that I have my own 
kitchen. I’m really happy that I have my 
own kitchen. As soon as several people 
are together, it’s always the same. The 
same subjects. No matter if 100 people 
or only 5. Who uses the rags? People 
taking stuff with them. “Oh, new wine 
glasses?” and then they’re gone. Or 
plates. I’ve already given mountains of 
plates and in time there won’t be any 
more. They just disappear. That is of 
course annoying. But we also have a 
chat that is used. Not so much of the 
newer people here.

Yes, there aren’t that many people in 
the chat.
 Yes, there was a small change, 
or it seemed like it to me. A couple of 
simply stupid people. First of all, they 
just don’t say hello. Totally selfishly 
walking around. So, I don’t know ei-
ther. I wouldn’t put people like that in 
the house at all.
More private people?
 So very private! They look at 
you like that and don’t say a word. Ful-

“My dog is 
always with 
me anyway, 
always sit-
ting next 

to me, so it 
doesn’t re-
ally matter. 
There could 
be a palace 
all around 
and he is 

still sitting 
next to me.”
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ly GAGA! Then there were others too. 
It has something to do with prestige. 
Those who have an apartment but are 
never there. The west tower for exam-
ple. You have to stop by at night. It’s 
dark! The whole thing. They are just 
not there. It’s a shame. It’s cheap hous-
ing right! But what’s cool is that it’s 
pretty mixed. From old to young, from 
poor to rich. Personally, I think that’s 
good. I’m not ta person who thinks: So 
now we have cheap living space and 
only put students in there. No, I don’t 
think that’s fair. I think the mix is cool!
That was the intention of Project Inter-
im too. It was important to them that 
people from different backgrounds and 
from different stages of life come to-
gether.
And do you have the feeling that the 
energy is no longer the same in the 
Waldhaus at the moment? It seems 
more and more foreseeable. The dem-
olition is coming.
 I do not believe that!
No?
 Tell me what they can do with-
in a year? There is no project, there is 
no building permit, and it has not been 
sold either. So how does it make sense 
for him to close it at the end of next 
year. He won’t find a buyer because of 
Covid. Nobody will pay 110 million 
anytime soon. It’s also full of asbestos, 
you have to take that into account be-
fore you start building around.
Ok, so you are confidence that the 
temporary use will last longer.
 Dead Sure! So, for me, if it lasts 
two years, then I’ll be totally happy. 
Then I’ll retire and go somewhere else 
anyway. Yes, I would find it a shame. I 
am extremely happy to be here. Really 
extremely happy. I think it’s one of the 
few times in my life where I really feel 
at home. I sleep like a stone! Word of 
honour. Since the day I got there, also 
in the garden room. I really don’t wake 
up. Really. This is really awesome. Es-
pecially in the garden room, it’s like a 
uterus. Really has something calming 
and there is always someone there. I 
live alone and I can’t stand on my sons 
mat all the time, although it’s usually 
the other way around. You can just be 
alone here, but at the same time some-
one is always there in case something is 
wrong, someone is sick or something 
else.

Would you rate the community as 
stronger in relation to a conventional 
block apartment?
 I think people are already 
aware that you are in a different space. I 
had a boyfriend who couldn’t take it at 
all. We’re not together now either. «You 
with your flat share groove! You will be 
60 soon. “ But I think I’m not that old 
yet.
And could you imagine living in a 
shared flat like that?
 Yes, I can imagine that. But 
then really other rules would have to 
apply. In the kitchen, for instance. That 
doesn’t work here at all. But I think it’s 
cool like that. When I was 20, I lived 
like this before, but of course smaller. 
We had six apartments, and each had 
their own, but we always ate together 
and did a lot together. 
Unfortunately, a lot has been slowed 
down here. In the beginning there were 
a lot of initiatives to do stuff, but that 
was sometimes thwarted by Project In-
terim.
Could you also imagine the Wald-
haus as a permanent residence?
 As far as I am concerned, it can 
stay this way. It’s a question of cost. As 
soon as you renovate and start tinker-
ing around, it will be so expensive that 
I can no longer afford it. Then I have to 
move out.
Ok, but could you imagine a refur-
bishment would make life a little bet-
ter?
 Even the small renovation will 
cost me 500.- more.
But what if we’re not talking about 
money?
No nonsense! How so? It doesn’t matter. 
Just leave it the way it is. I would prefer 
it if we could do something together. 
Like working on the garden together, 
things like that. But independently, 
without Interim saying anything. May-
be plant something together, but then 
without Interim saying, “Oh, you are 
not allowed to do that, and you are not 
allowed to do that.”
And does Project Interim often say 
that you are not allowed to do some-
thing?
The problem isn’t even necessarily 
Project Interim. I think it’s because it 
was very difficult in the beginning, also 
because of the neighbours. They are all 
very rich people. Then it was said that 

“If I want
to improve 
something 

in my 
apartment, 
I just do it 
at my own 
expense. 

The moment 
there is 

investment, 
it simply 

costs more.”
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After a lovely walk in the woods, Dorothea and her 
dog Stinky spend some leisure time in the billiard 
room. It is Dorothea’s favorite sport. While playing, 
Dorothea encountered their cleaning lady Christiana.
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else where you don’t find it so nice?
 No. It’s like New York or some-
thing. I still remember how I ran down 
the first time. It’s a little scary. Even at 
night when you come home. Or when 
it rains. Then the water runs down the 
walls inside. Can be scary. Sometimes 
people just stand there and say, “Oh, I 
worked there once” or “Oh, I was al-
ways here with my mother.” And then 
come here to see what’s here now. I re-
member when I was 18 or 19, there was 
this bar, and it still has the same carpet, 
really nasty! This bar was really a place 
to go. For a while all of Zurich was up 
here in this bar.
But it does seem relatively small.
Yes, but they were always up there! 
We met there and it was totally trendy. 
Then it stopped at some point.
It is sometimes said that the Wald-
haus is so grey and that this exposed 
aggregate concrete is not particularly 
beautiful. What do you think of that?
 I think it’s really cool. One 
shouldn’t be so silly. Well, I have to say 
it’s really not that nice. That’s what I 
thought before, but since I’ve lived here 
I’ve found it super cool! And façades 
like this are no longer built today. Super 
beautiful elements. We already had a 
couple of good approaches in the com-
munity. I mean Project Interim does 
the administration and everything 
but we wanted to set up a committee 
where you take care of certain things 
like washing machines and things like 
that, so that it works more smoothly 
and goes faster. For example, after the 
washing machine broke, which was six 
months ago, I thought, “Hey instead of 
us waiting for ages, everyone just pick 
up 50.- and then we just buy a washing 
machine like that.” It’s much faster that 
way. Or just 20.-, you can buy one in 
Aldi for 200-300.-. It’s no worse than a 
VZug, it’s all from the same anyway.
Ok great! Thanks for your time.•

these people would come, and they 
would live there, and they would defi-
nitely make noise and be loud. Project 
Interim had to be very clear, so just 
say how it is so that the people in the 
area are not affected as much as pos-
sible. Because otherwise it could have 
happened that you just close it again. 
I think that it’s a good source of mon-
ey too. The less Project Interim invests, 
the more money. The house is alive, it 
is managed, we are monitored it in that 
sense. If it were empty you would have 
to hire someone to guard it. I think that 
this way the costs are more or less cov-
ered.
We were also in conversation with 
André Meier, and he said that the 
Dolder had paid 40,000.- per month 
for security before the temporary use.
 Yes, of course it costs a lot of 
money. For me it is also purely self-
ish. For example, I have a bidet in my 
apartment. That didn’t work and In-
terim said that it couldn’t be fixed any-
more. Then I just got a plumber, and he 
did it. If I want to improve something 
in an apartment, I just do it at my own 
expense. The moment there is invest-
ment, it simply costs more. Under-
standably, but yes, I prefer to pay what 
I want out of my own pocket. YES ok, 
one could see to it that the entrance 
doors close because it can get cold here 
or new seals in the kitchen. But we 
could solve that too. We have access to 
it. I work in a carpenter’s shop. I can tell 
them, “Hey, come over and put in new 
seals.” Or have them show me how to 
do it and we’ll do it.
So, a problem was that Project Inter-
im didn’t make a lot of things possi-
ble?
 Yes, I think it’s probably be-
cause they weren’t allowed to do a lot 
of things.
Apparently, the neighbours often 
get information about the Waldhaus 
Project before you found out?
 Yes, that was just now with 
this letter, that came because of the 
building markers. Yes, that went to the 
neighbours. They probably just want-
ed to avoid a lot of inquiries from the 
neighbourhood. Otherwise so many 
phone calls are made.
Ok and one last question. Are there 
rooms that you don’t like so much. 
For example, below or somewhere 
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Christiana Costa
 Cleaning the Waldhaus

You take care of the building. What 
do you think of the building?
Yes, well I’ve been here for almost four 
years, I’ve always worked here. Always 
once a week and it’s the biggest prop-
erty I have. The others are all smaller 
than here. That gives me work for the 
whole day, actually more than one day 
a week, but we don’t have time for ev-
erything.
And would you say that the commu-
nal kitchen is taken care of?
So I only come once a week. Garbage 

disposal twice a week, but general 
cleaning is once a week. So people al-
ways have to look for themselves.
So you have the feeling that people 
are taking care of the building or that 
the residents often just leave things 
behind.
Yes, of couse. So sometimes peo-
ple leave a fork without washing it or 
something, but it doesn’t happen that 
often. People are always interested in 
keeping everything clean and have re-
spect for others.

And could you imagine living here or 
would it be too ‘open’ for you?
So I almost never see people here. I 
don’t see people that much. Just hoi 
and ciao, but I think people are hap-
py. I’ve known people who have been 
there for three years, so I think they 
are satisfied.
Then do you like the building?
Yes, it’s a lot, also so beautiful that we 
can see everything from Zurich.
Many Thanks.•
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movie review:

Waldhaus
Past
 Present
  and 
   Future

presented by director John Doe 

This short film was released in 
October of this year. It was co-direct-
ed by Anastasia Zharova and Lance-
lot Burwell who created it as a part of 
a bigger project centred around the 
Hotel Dolder Waldhaus. The two di-
rectors also star in the short film.

We start in the early 70s in the former 
Dolder Waldhaus and witness the selling 
of all the furniture, kitchen equipment, and 
everything else that belonged to the build-
ing. After catching a glimpse of this former 
building we’re quickly confronted with its 
demolition, thus revealing the plans for 
the building that stands there to this day. 
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Now comes the main part of the film. 
We follow the different narratives of the 
Dolder Waldhaus starting at its grand 
opening. After this we witness the gradu-
al deterioration of the Waldhaus. Not its 
architectural, material or structural qual-
ities, but the deterioration of its image. 

We jump forward in time to the early 2010s 
where we find the mood surrounding the 
Waldhaus has completely shifted. Rather 
than the luxury hotel / resort with its trendy 
bar, sparkling glass windows and everything 
else that initially defined the Waldhaus, we 
find that the Waldhaus has fallen from grace. 

All of a sudden, the luxury hotel is getting beat-
en up left and right. Its facade is too grey and too 
dark. The architecture is depicted as outdated 
and fit for demolition. In the last part of the film 
there is a final mood swing. The Waldhaus has 
become a place of interim use and along with this, 
its perception by the outside world has changed.
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As for the format in which the film is shown, 
I find this use of a kind of tetraptych is quite 
well employed. It works to help enable the sub-
tle shifts from one time in the history of the 
Waldhaus to the next. This way the changes 
in narrative almost creep up on the audience.
Another interesting element is the play-
fulness employed in the tetraptych. Over 
the length of the movie it builds from 
one frame to four, and everything in 
between. Using these different states to em-
phasize important moments in the film 
or movement from one space to the next.

The music works in a similar way. Particu-
larly during the shift from the former ho-
tel to the new building. After this there 
is only little music during the rest of the 
film which is narrated over from then on. 
A further detail to keep an eye out for is the use 
of both video and photo throughout the film.
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I find the mixing of found footage com-
bined with the footage captured onsite 
very convincing. At times its even diffi-
cult to tell what is actually real found foot-
age and which pictures are staged or acted.
There is one thing that I didn’t quite get 
though. The random rhythm employed for the 
changing images was sometimes a bit off-put-
ting and I don’t know if it helped the story.
Another aspect that I thought was quite inventive 
was the manner in which the staging was done.

All in all, I enjoyed the film. The tempo 
was very good, not too fast, not too slow. I 
might have changed some minor things, but 
the message is clear and gets across well.•



Francesco 
Rocca

1996
italy

advertiser
garden room

since december 2019

„I lived experimentally, gave 
almost everything away except 

bed, table, and carpet.“ 
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Ok, so what’s your name?
 Francesco.
And when did you live here?
 Last year. So 2020. I moved 
in in December 2019 and I had a gar-
den room here until April of this year.
What do you do for a living?
 I work in advertising.
We are interested in the common 
spaces. Did you use these too? The 
gym, for example, or the communal 
kitchen.
I’ve never really been to the gym, but 
I did use the kitchen regularly. It’s just 
cool, you cook something and then 
meet people, you can talk a little and 
good conversations arise.
We’ve been here a few times now 
and often it wasn’t that busy. Would 
you say the common room is used 
a lot?
 Yes, it depends very much. 
But actually every now and then. 
When everyone has something to eat, 
you just eat together.
And did you also spend time in the 
garden?
 Yes, I went walking a lot in 
the forest. That’s really nice. I was in 
the garden now and then by those 
benches, especially in the summer.
Yes, I think if you have a garden 
room, then you can appropriate the 
garden quite well.
 Yes. Someone did it even bet-
ter. Someone hung up a hammock in 
the garden. Just by that cherry tree.
And how are the other people? Do 
you sometimes do things together?
 At the beginning I had the 
feeling that everyone kept very much 
to themselves and then we noticed, 
“Ah, that’s the feeling many more 
have.” And since then, I have had the 
feeling that a lot has been initiated. 
This exchange corner for example. 
You can bring things here and take 
something with you. Or that you do 
the garden together. There is also a 
WhatsApp chat and a Telegram chat. 
It’s very well organized, you can write 
in your concerns or whatever.
Yes, the exchange corner is real-
ly growing there. Every time we’re 
there, there are more things. And 
now even more with this cool table 
that you brought.
 Yes, I got the table from there 
and now that I no longer need it, I put 
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it back. Yes, these are really the last 
items of my furniture.
And would you change something 
here? Does anything feel out of 
place?
 Um, no, I actually think it’s 
cool. I think it has always been su-
per experimental for everyone. And 
when you have a room, that’s great. 
So, if it were to go on for a few more 
years now, then I would just leave it 
that way and see how it develops, but 
I don’t have anything specific now 
where I would say that it bothers me, 
or I would change that.
And can you also imagine it as a 
permanent residence, or will it al-
ways be an interim use?
 Not really in the garden 
room now. It’s a little bit small. But 
it was cool for exactly this phase in 
my life. I lived experimentally, gave 
almost everything away except bed, 
table, carpet. Almost nothing else. 
I can definitely imagine living more 
permanently in the hotel rooms.
Then for you, life here in the inter-
im was different than usual. What 
we also asked ourselves is whether 
parties or events are also organized 
here? For example, birthday par-
ties, your own Waldhaus party or a 
Christmas dinner.
 Maybe I wasn’t here long 
enough for that. And it was also the 
Corona year and at the beginning 
nobody knew exactly what was going 
to happen. I think just recently, like 
this summer, a lot of other events or 
parties were held. I think if it went 
on like this for another five years it 
would become even more of a com-
munity. It’s actually very un-Swiss 
that you just have a party like that to-
gether.
When it comes to eating and cook-
ing, have you often spent time in the 
communal kitchen downstairs or 
more up here?
I haven’t been down that often, I’ve 
mostly been here. The kitchen down-
stairs is a little too small for me. It felt 
a bit cramped.
Ok then, thank you very much for 
chatting with us for a bit.
Thank you!•

“I did use 
the kitchen 
regularly. 
It’s just 

cool, 
you cook 

something 
and then 
meet peo-
ple, you 

can talk a 
little and 
good con-
versations 

arise.”
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Francesco really enjoys spending time in the 
play room now and then. He likes to challenge 
a random neighbour to a table tennis match. 
Julie (see p. 72) is his regular opponent, al-
though she prefers a thoughtful game of chess.
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Reading Circle at ETH

Reading Circle is a weekly event happening at Studio Caru-
so. The concept is easy - groups of four students gather to-
gether and read a text that is provided by semester reader. 
Based on the text each group performs an act that reflects their 
ideas on the read text. On October 12 the editors of WALD-
HAUS Magazine also participated in the Reading Circle.

The fifth chapter of the book by P. Kropotking 
is called “Mutual Aid in the Mediæval City”. 
The capter tells a story of the foundation of 
guilds of master in the Middle Ages and the 
importance of those organizations in develop-
ment of art and city. The performance by our 
editors and their colleagues put an attention 
to the importance of the guilds and resulted 
in a formation of the ONA Architecture guild. 
The new statute of the guild was presented in 
front of its new member and later sign by them.
Some pages from original chapter, issued 
in 1904 could be found on the next page.• 
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Julie 
Milneuve

1996
germany

jewelry designer 
6th floor 

since 2019

So Julie, how long have you been 
living in the Waldhaus?
 I moved in about four years 
ago now. I got quite lucky in that a 
good friend of mine was just mov-
ing out. I guess I was just at the right 
place at the right time I guess.
In that case am I right in thinking 
that you like it here?
 Oh I’d say so yes. At the be-
ginning I was hesitant just because of 
knowing that I might have to move 
out again really soon. But that is of-
ten the case anyway, subletting and 
so on... After making the decision I 
haven’t had any real regrets though. 
Although I have gotten a bit paranoid 
about not knowing how long it will 
last. We’ll just have to see I guess. 
So have you found it helpful to talk 
about this with the other tenants? 
Would you say  this a concern that 
many share? 
 Well yes, it often seems like 
we are the last to hear about what’s 
happening with the Waldhaus.
So tell me, what does a normal day 
look like for you in the Waldhaus?
 Ok, well for the last month 
I’ve had to work from home because 

of the pandemic. To be honest I’ve 
enjoyed this quite alot. I usually have 
a small bight to eat in my appartment 
and then hed down to the commu-
nity rooms where I have more than 
enough space to set up the socalled 
homeoffice. 

All I really nead is my laptop so it’s 
no problem. It’s also good for me 
to seperate my working space from 
my living space and the community 
room is generally quite quiete during 
the day. The coffee machine in the 
kitchen area is very nice to have as-

well,  whenever someone I know 
drops in, we often end up having a 
coffee together. It’s also a cool place to 
be to meet some new people although 
I do have to concentrate on my work 
too! For lunch I’ll either order some-
thing or just cook something in my 
flat and unless I’ve panned to cook 
with a friend I’ll eat upstairs too.
So I gues there must be more going 
on in the evenings when everyone 
gets back from work?
 So so. It really depends. 
Some nights we do organize to eat to-
gether. I’m lucky to have made some 
good friends here and it’s often more 
fun to eat together than alone. Then 
it’s easier to cook in the common 
kitchen, as it’s much bigger than in 
any one apartment. It is also a cool 
place to invite friends for an evening 
to watch TV or hang out but it’s im-
portant to let the other tenants know 
beforehand so that not too many par-
ties meet at the same time haha. 
So we saw that the pool has been 
converted to a gym area. How cool! 
Do you use that very often? 
 Well no, not really actually. 
It’s a shame really, I’m sure others 

“whenever 
someone 
I know 

drops in, 
we often 
end up 

drinking a 
coffee 

together.” 
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would kill to have a pivate gym like 
this. I prefer to go for a walk every 
other day. The woods are really close, 
but that’s no surprise considering the 
buildings name haha. I also go swim-
ming once a week so for me it would 
have been nicer to keep the pool. Oh 
well. Ah well, you can’t have everything 
I guess. 
So to conclude I’d like to ask you if 
there are any spaces in the Waldhaus 
that you particularly like? Maybe a 
favourite space to read a book or lis-
ten to some music.

 

Well last summer I sort of discovered 
the living room area downstairs next 
to the gym. It’s a really cosy space and 
there are some really compfy chairs. 
That’s a great place to chill out for a 
couple of hours. 
When the weather is good it’s really 
fun to go explore the garden too. I have 
found some hidden spots and it’s just 
great to have such a big garden so cen-
traly in Zürich.•

“I’m sure 
others 

would kill 
to have 

a pivate gym 
like this.”

GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

12:03 PM

16:44 PM

Julie is a work-
aholic. On a 
sunny day, she 
loves to work 
on her sketch-
es and new 
designs.
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CHristMas is baCk!
Christmas at Waldhaus on 23 December

Event program:

We are looking forward to seeing you all 
and to celebrating this wonderful time 

together!

Please contact Andreas Fischer for 
more information•

 

18:00 - Apero and decorations
20:00 - Dinner by Andreas and Julie
22:00 - Dance party by Francesco
24:00 - Gift exchange
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