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T ö s s  C i t y  i n  S i g h t

The construct ion of the new Winter thur-
Töss motorway junct ion in the la te 1960s 
brought sweeping changes to the dis t r ic t . 
Ent i re rows of houses were demol ished, 
including the old Hotel “Krone”, which had 
once contained a large communi ty hal l . 
Several smal l shops also disappeared to 
make way for the new traf f ic inf rast ructure.

In response, a comprehensive urban de-
velopment plan was drawn up to reshape 
Töss into a model of modern l iv ing and 
planning. The vis ion ref lected the opt imism 
and funct ional ideals of postwar urbanism: 
two resident ia l high-r ises, new apar tment 
blocks, and a shopping center were to 
symbol ize progress and ef f ic iency. 

The new Zentrum Töss was conceived as 
a mul t i funct ional hub that would give the 
dis t r ic t i ts f i rs t real v i l lage square, comple-
te wi th shops, serv ices, and a restaurant 
— a place where work, l iv ing, and le isure 
could coexis t .

Ample parking faci l i t ies were considered 
essent ia l , i l lust ra t ing the growing import-
ance of the automobi le in everyday l i fe . 
What emerged was a showcase of 1960s 
modernis t planning, aiming to uni te mobi-
l i ty , convenience, and communi ty



Most of the plots of land on which the Zentrum Töss stands 
belonged in the 1960s to the Rieter company and the Ci ty of 
Winter thur . Most of them were housing uni ts for the working 
class. In the picture, the future center is al ready indicated by 
the si te markings.



The Zentrum Töss in Winter thur was commissioned by a con-
sort ium consis t ing of Rieter AG, Winter thur Vers icherungen, 
and the Ci ty of Winter thur . The archi tectural design was crea-
ted by the f i rm Klaiber , Af fe l t ranger & Zehnder, based in Win-
ter thur . Construct ion began around 1968, wi th the structural 
work completed on November 8, 1969.



For 66 years, the dis t inct ive Hotel Krone stood at the main 
entrance to the Winter thur suburb of Töss. As a restaurant , 
hotel , and event hal l ,  i t  became par t of the vi l lage’s his tory — 
a gather ing place in both good t imes and bad.



In 1962, the bui ld ing was sold to the owner of a furni ture 
company, who used i t as a showroom. The hal l was there-
fore no longer avai lable for communi ty events, and only the 
restaurant cont inued to operate. Short ly af terward, however , 
the ent i re bui ld ing faced demol i t ion — i t s tood in the way of 
the construct ion of the N1 motorway ( today’s A1). The Can-
ton of Zur ich purchased the property , and in March 1965, i t 
was demol ished dur ing a large-scale civ i l  defense exercise, 
a long wi th the adjoin ing garage and resident ia l bui ld ing. As a 
replacement for the former Krone Hal l ,  a new event hal l was 
opened in Zentrum Töss in 1970.



On the opposi te s ide of the street , at Zürcherst rasse 135, the 
Workers’ Associat ion had acquired a property roughly 100 ye-
ars before the opening of Zentrum Töss. In May 1873, a store 
that was considered large for i ts t ime was opened there.



Since the opening on October 1st 1970 one of the most im-
portant tenants is the Migros Cooperat ive, which unt i l  then had 
operated a branch somewhat fur ther into town on the east s ide 
of Zürcherst rasse. Wi th the r ise of modern shopping centres 
the so-cal led “shop death” began: smal l businesses, once 
embedded in neighbourhoods, were squeezed by the scale 
and convenience of chain reta i lers and modern mal ls . Shop-
ping habi ts and consumpt ion pat terns changed drast ical ly .





The Zentrum Töss opened wi th a charming ‚Dorfplatz ‘ , f lanked 
by a l ibrary , a hotel wi th i ts own restaurant , the resident ia l 
tower, and the Migros restaurant . The square was enhanced 
wi th both f ixed and movable planters and designed exclusi-
vely for pedestr ians. Vis i tors could access i t v ia a broad open 
sta i rcase from the ‚Marktplatz ‘ or a covered sta i rway f rom the 
‚Ladenpassage‘ . Conceived as a l ively and welcoming space, 
the square was meant to foster socia l in teract ion and com-
muni ty l i fe .

a  n e w  ‚ D o r f p l a t z ‘





To provide a new space for the shops displaced by the motor-
way construct ion, a covered ‚Ladenstrasse‘ was created on 
the ground f loor of Zentrum Töss. At cer ta in points , there are 
openings in the cei l ing that not only al low natural l ight to re-
ach the lower level but also create a visual connect ion to the 
‚Dorfplatz ‘ above. The arcade was designed wi th external sales 
areas and, around the atr iums featur ing plants and seat ing, 
inv i ted vis i tors to l inger and relax.

a  l i v e l y  ‚ L a d e n p a s s a g e ‘





In f ront of the Migros, a ‚Marktplatz ‘ was created, featur ing a 
fountain and serv ing as an invi t ing place for both vendors and 
shoppers. The area also includes plant ings, seat ing, and gives 
pr ior i ty to pedestr ians.

a  b u z z i n g  ‚ M a r k t p l a t z ‘







Mayor Urs Widmer (SP) wi th his par tner in the fest iva l hal l of 
Zentrum Töss dur ing the inaugurat ion celebrat ions in 1970.



T h e  P o e p l e  o f  T ö s s

The Zentrum Töss was met wi th opt imism 
by many residents. The Winter thur suburb 
of Töss, wi th i ts v i l lage-l ike character , was 
not through i t not to lose connect ion to the 
ci ty ’s growth. 

Many clubs and associat ions were pleased 
to f ind a new venue for their act iv i t ies wi t-
hin the center . 

People came from al l over Swi tzer land — 
the th i rd-largest shopping center in the 
country of fered at t ract ive working condi t i-
ons. The apar tments in the complex were 
also highly sought af ter .



E d w i n  F l a c h e r ,  j a n i t o r

‘Zentrum Töss i tsel f was a renovat ion project 
f rom the moment i t was completed’



Edwin Flacher was one of the f i rs t resi-
dents of the Zentrum Töss tower. A for-
mer Sulzer apprent ice and later jani tor of 
the complex, he and his wi fe mainta ined 
both the shopping arcade and the residen-
t ia l tower. Despi te i ts modern design, the 
bui ld ing soon showed ser ious construct ion 
defects such as leaks and faul ty windows.

Af ter decades of caretaking, Flacher ret i red 
in 2005 and st i l l  l ives in Winter thur — car-
ry ing wi th him a l i fe t ime of stor ies about 
the ups and downs of Zentrum Töss.



R u t h  W e r r e n ,  m a n a g e r

‘ I had the most beaut i fu l v iew from Töss. ’



One of the best-known residents of Zen-
trum Töss was Ruth Werren, a long-t ime 
FDP ci ty counci l lor and advocate for the 
Eschenberg wi ld l i fe park. She moved into 
a top-f loor apar tment and cla imed to have 
had the best v iew of whole Töss.

When her employer , a Sulzer engineer , 
opened a garden and pet supply store in 
the center . From a tra ined saleswoman, 
she advanced to become a cer t i f ied sa-
les manager and later di rected ten garden 
centers at Hauenstein. Looking back, she 
descr ibed the center as a “f lawed con-
cept” — cheaply bui l t  and poor ly coordi-
nated among shop owners. St i l l ,  the ear ly 
tenants formed a close communi ty . 

Af ter 35 years, in 2005, Ruth Werren lef t 
the Zentrum and moved to Seen.



F r i t z  F a w e r ,  b a n k  d i r e c t o r

‘The branch ran very wel l and the centre‘s 
events were real ‚Dorf feste‘ . ‘



Fr i tz Fawer, the f i rs t bank director at Zent-
rum Töss, moved into the resident ia l tower 
wi th his fami ly shor t ly af ter the center ope-
ned. Coming from Zur ich, where he had 
worked shi f ts at the Sihlpost , he found in 
Töss both a new home and communi ty . His 
fami ly combined a four-room apartment 
wi th an addi t ional one-room f la t , creat ing 
a spacious home. 

Fawer quickly became par t of local l i fe — 
singing in the choir and join ing the gym-
nast ics club. In 1986, the bank expanded 
wi th a new vaul t ,  but by the la te 1980s, as 
Rieter and Sulzer decl ined and the bui ld-
ing’s defects grew, the center lost i ts ap-
peal . 

When the Hypo Bank merged wi th Bank-
verein in 1993, Fawer ret i red the fol lowing 
year , choosing to step back whi le st i l l  in 
control of his own path.



I r m a  U t e l l i ,  s h o p  o w n e r

‘We at the centre were a t ight-kni t communi ty . ‘



I rma Utel l i ,  a t ra ined stat ioner f rom Aargau, 
moved her smal l s ta t ionery shop from old 
Töss into the newly bui l t  Zentrum Töss, 
where she also rented an apar tment in the 
tower for her fami ly . 

She had taken over the or ig inal shop in 
1962, but when the new underpass cons-
truct ion hid i t behind barr iers , she decided 
to relocate to the center — “otherwise I 
would have had to close,” she recal led. 
The move proved successful : her af forda-
ble pr ices and wide range at t racted custo-
mers f rom far away, and she tra ined seven 
apprent ices dur ing her years there. 

Wi th t ime, the apar tment fe l t too smal l ,  and 
the fami ly moved to Brüt ten. I rma Utel l i  re-
t i red in 1992, and her former shop is now 
a grocery store wi th a bis t ro.


