
LUFTBILD DER SPINNEREI MURG 01

BLICK AUF DAS GEBÄUDE DER SPINNEREI AN DER LORZE 02

HEIMARBEIT, FRAU UND KINDER MIT TEXTILIEN 03

HEIMARBEIT TEXTILINDUSTRIE 04

TEXTILFABRIK: FRAU AN EINER MASCHINE 05

ARBEITERIN IN DER KAMMGARNSPINNEREI INTERLAKEN 06

ARBEITERIN AN EINER MASCHINE IN DER TEPPICHFABRIK M. 07

ARBEITER IN DER TEPPICHFABRIK MELCHNAU 08

DER PANTOGRAPH-STICKER 09

KUNSTFASERNINDUSTRIE (VERMUTLICH VISKOSE) 10

VISCOSUISSE EMMENBRÜCKE 1990: HOCHREGALLAGER 11

UMZUG "SCHAUFFHAUSER WOLLE" 12

IMMER WENIGER SCHWEIZER BEKLEIDUNG 13

LANGSAMER TOD FÜR TEXTILBRANCHE 14

NACH DEM BRAND IN EINER WERKHALLE DER STOFFEL AG 15

UNTERNEHMER ADRIAN GASSER INFORMIERT 16

WIR RUFEN DICH 17

VOLLE TISCHE AN VERSAMMLUNG IN SAAL 18

MARSCH AUF BERN, 15. JUNI 1952 19

PROTEST GEGEN TEILSCHLIESSUNG BEI SCHOELLER ALBERS 20

GESAMTARBEITSVERTRAG 21

PUBLICATIONS OF THE TEXTILE WORKERS' CONGRESS      22

 6 / JUNE 24

TEXTILE 
 LABOR



CURATORS

SAMUEL TANNER
LAURA SCHNEIDER
FELIX AFFOLTER
VIVIANE MATHYS
JONAS BRUN
LAURA DI NARDO

Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social movements 
and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor part in collecting and 
safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, 
a series of catalogues inspiried by the work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has 
been created. Taking the form of a Zine, each deals with one aspect of these numerous 
clashes of ideals. 

New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the Social Archive 
side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. 
This combination of analytical and associative aproach contributes to further emphasising 
the significance of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

The textile industry was once one of the most important sectors of the Swiss economy. 
Its success created prosperity and wealth for the whole country - but most of all for a 
chosen few industrialists whose richness grew beyond imagination. The opulence of the 
Bahnhofstrasse is funded by and represents their money.

The exploitation of the textile workers funds this society of Bahnhofstrasse. But it does 
not go uncontested. The tensions between employers and employees, exploiters and 
exploited unloaded in violent protests and strikes. In the Bahnhofstrasse, the protest and 
its object, the opulence, directly clash. This constellation is being traced in the Zine 'Textile 
Labor'

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts
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Luftbild der Spinnerei Murg
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie
Photograph, F_5031-Fd-0012
Labor
Murg, 1957

Infrastructures of the textile industry in the hinterland and in the 
city, connected by logistics.



Blick auf Jelmoli, Swissair, 1953



Bahnhofstrasse by Night, Michael Wolgensinger, 1944
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Blick auf das Gebäude der Spinnerei an der Lorze in Baar in der Nacht
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie

Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0183 
Labor

Baar, 1950s - 2000

Infrastructures of the textile industry in the hinterland and in the 
city, connected by logistics.
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Informal work environment Siegelaub also describes textile as a 
collective industry.

Heimarbeit, Frau und Kinder mit Textilien (Bordüren/Borten) in einer Wohnstube, um 1910
Gretlers Panoptikum zur Sozialgeschichte
Photograph, F_5068-Gb-pos-0105
Labor
Location unknown, 1910



Siegelaub explaining the Artist Contract to Artist friends in the House of Curators, 1971



''A LOT OF QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
PEOPLE, DIFFERENT KINDS OF 
EXPLOITATION WHICH GO WELL 
BEYOND THE WORKPLACE, ETC., 
ARE THE KIND OF THINGS THAT 

THE LEFT [...] IS ONLY BEGINNING 
TO RETHINK."

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 340

Siegelaub explaining the Artist Contract to Artist friends in the House of Curators, 1971
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Laborers working at home instead of in a manufacture as a new 

(and today very modern) way of exploitation.

Heimarbeit Textilindustrie: Handwerkerinnen stricken in der Stube eines Hauses - Holzofen
Gewerkschaft Textil, Chemie, Papier

Photograph, F_5039-Fb-258
Labor

Location unknown, 1940s - 1950s
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The textile industry changing to and mass production - Lawrence 
Weiner asking how this relates to quality.

Textilfabrik: Frau an einer Maschine, um 1950
Gewerkschaft Verkauf Handel Transport Lebensmittel (VHTL)
Photograph, F_5030-Fb-0325
Labor
Location unknown, 1950



In Relation to an Increase in Quantity, Lawrence Weiner, 1974



In Relation to an Increase in Quantity, Lawrence Weiner, 1974

"WOVEN TEXTILES ARE THE 
MOST LABOR-INTENSIVE, 

HIGHLY-METICULOUS, 
REPETITIVE, ANONYMOUS AND 

COLLECTIVE FORM OF ART. 
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, 

THE COMPLEX NATURE OF ITS 
MANUFRACTURE HAS MADE IT 

THE "MASS"-PRODUCED CRAFT 
PAR EXCELLENCE."

– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, p 190
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Rationalization and mass production in textile, making labor in the 

industry ever more repetitive.

Arbeiterin in der Kammgarnspinnerei Interlaken
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie, Uri Werner Urech

Photograph, F_5031-Fc-0328
Labor

Interlaken, 1971 - 2000
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Arbeiterin an einer Maschine in der Teppichfabrik Melchnau
Hansjörg Sahli
Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0163
Labor
Melchnau, 1990

Formal parallels between industry machines and conceptual art.



Bingham Copper Mining Pit Reclamation Project, Robert Smithson, 1973



Bahnhofstrasse 30, Modehaus Grieder, Date Unknown
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Arbeiter in der Teppichfabrik Melchnau
Hansjörg Sahli

Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0115
Labor

Melchnau, 1990
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Der Pantograph-Sticker
Author unknown
Brochure, QS 93.2
Labor
St.Gallen, 1960



Chalice Veil of the 17 Century,  SST 126, collected by Seth Siegelaub (Stichting Egress Foundation)



January 1969, Robert Barry published by Seth Siegelaub, 1969



Modern techniques in textile industry - 'invisible' nylon fibres are 
also also used in art. 10

Kunstfasernindustrie (vermutlich Viskose)
Gewerkschaft Textil, Industrie, Papier

Photography, F_5039-Fc-100
Labor

Lucerne, 1951-1960
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Boxes ready to be shipped into the whole world to satisfy the 
consumers desire.

Viscosuisse Emmenbrücke 1990: Hochregallager
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie
Photograph, F_5031-Fc-0801
Labor
Emmenbrücke, 1990



Schaufenster PKZ - Im Jahr 1880, Johannes Meiner, 1932



Xerox Book, Robert Morris published by Seth Siegelaub, 1969
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Umzug "Schauffhauser Wolle": überdimensionierter Wollknäuel
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie, E. Burkhardt

Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0533
Labor 

Schaffhausen, 1961 - 2000

Formal connections to the Climate movement seem obvious to us 
now - it is unclear wether they were intended.
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Immer weniger Schweizer Bekleidung
NZZ
Newspaper Article, ZA 93.2
Labor
Zurich, 1977



"TEXTILES ARE DOUBLY 
INTERESTING. ONCE BECAUSE 

IT WAS ALWAYS A GREAT 
INDUSTRY. FULLY ONE THIRD 

OR ONE-QUARTER OF MEDIEVAL 
ECONOMY WAS TEXTIL 

PRODUCTION - NOT JUST 
TEXTILES FOR USE."

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 335



"I MEAN, THE WHOLE HISTORY 
OF TEXTILES, REALLY UP TO 
A PERIOD WHICH LINKS A 
CERTAIN ART INTEREST AS 
WELL AS MASS-CULTURAL 
INTEREST, A LOT OF THINGS 
... INDUSTRIALIZATION, VERY 
IMPORTANT INDUSTRY, ETC."

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 334
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Langsamer Tod für Textilbranche
Thurgauer Volkszeitung

Newspaper, ZA 92.3
Labor

Thurgau, 1982
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Nach dem Brand in einer Werkhalle der Stoffel AG in Netstal, 6. März 1979: Brandruine
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie
Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0516
Labor
Netstal, 1979

Dangerous labor conditions in textile factories - also a visualization 
of Smithsons Concept of Entropy?



Partially Buried Wood Shed, Robert Smithson, 1970



Bahnhofstrasse 46, 1995
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Unternehmer Adrian Gasser informiert die Bevölkerung von Baar, April 1991
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie

Photograph, F_5031-Fc-0339
Labor

Baar, 1991

Gasser explaining the mass-sacking to the press, while seeming 
to be an emblem of the upper-class and Bahnhofstrasse.
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Wir rufen dich! - An einen Unorganisierten
Industriearbeiter, Textil Chemie Papier
Newspaper, Ar 201.274
Labor
Zurich, 1953





"EVEN JUST IN TERMS OF 
NUMBERS, EVEN BEFORE ONE 
SPEAKS IN TERMS OF MONEY 
OR POWER OR ANYTHING LIKE 

THAT."
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, p 119
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Volle Tische an Versammlung in Saal, Streik in der Bindfadenfabrik (Bindi)
Gretlers Panoptikum zur Sozialgeschichte

Photograph, F_5068-Fa-0926
Labor

Flurlingen, 1946
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Marsch auf Bern, 15. Juni 1952
Werner Nydegger
Photograph, F_5039-Fb-280
Labor
Berne, 1952



"I THINK WE CAN MAKE SOME 
TROUBLE HERE"

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 330



"THE IDEA OF OF AESTHETIC 
LABOUR, THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN CLASS AND DESIGN, 
BETWEEN INDUSTRIAL PROCESS 

AND DESIGN - PARTICULARLY 
TEXTILE DESIGN - JUST CAME 

TOGETHER OUT OF THIS AND OUT 
OF THAT."

– Seth Siegelaub in Beyond Conceptual Art, p 335
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Protest gegen Teilschliessung bei Schoeller Albers
Gewerkschaft Bau und Industrie, Peter Pfister

Photograph, F_5031-Fb-0070
Labor

Schaffhausen, 1988
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Publications of the 14th International Textile Workers' Congress
International Textile Workers Association
Booklets, KS 331_32
Labor
Lucerne, 1934

International Organization of Textile workers, shown in the multiple 
languages of the pamphlets.



Advertisement for How Is Art History Made?, Seth Siegelaub, 2011



Artists Reserved Rights Transfer and Sale Agreement, Seth Siegelaub and Robert Projanski, 1969



22

Gesamtarbeitsvertrag für die Schweizerischen Tuch- und Deckenfabriken
Author unknown

Booklet / Contract , KS 331_32 
Labor
1948

One of many Gesamtarbeitsverträge the textile workers movement 
achieved.
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