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Editorial 

To this day, Bahnhofstrasse has always been both  target and stage for social movements 
and their ideas. The Swiss Social Archive has played a mayor part in collecting and 
safeguarding these ideals in artefacts. Dedicated to this spectacle on Bahnhofstrasse, 
a series of catalogues inspiried by the work of collector and curator Seth Siegelaub has 
been created. Taking the form of a Zine, each deals with one aspect of these numerous 
clashes of ideals. 

New ways of interpretation are opened up by placing artefacts from the Social Archive 
side by side with commentaries by Seth Siegelaub or documents of the Bahnhofstrasse. 
This combination of analytical and associative aproach contributes to further emphasising 
the significance of the Social Archive in the context of Bahnhofstrasse, Zurich's history, its 
socio-economic developments, as well as political changes and culture.

The youth movement in Zurich fought at all levels against what was seen as the 
establishment. This included various alternative printed formats of news and 
entertainment. These printed artefacts of the movement and their ideas are presented 
and categorized in this Zine.

There are many various formal and thematical parallels, between the work of conceptual 
artists and the Zines, as well as common political goals of Seth Siegelaub and the 
authors of the youth movement. The Bahnhofstrasse takes a very antagonistic role in this 
Zine, being a symbol of the establishment the youth fought against.

Disclaimer 
The quotations and artworks used are purely formal and 

do not refer directly to the shown artefacts
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Heee!
Author unknown
Zine, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1974
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Women sitting on a bench on Bahnhofstrasse, Heinz Baumann, 1974



   Waiter at Hotel Schweizerhof, 1950 - 70



Subito, Bewegungsabhängige Zeitung
Author unknown

Zine, Newspaper , Ar 201.279.3
Youth

Zurich, 1980

02



Fliessblatt
Students of Kantonsschule Oerlikon
Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.291.2
Youth
Oerlikon, 1979
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"IF YOU STAY IN THE SAME 
PROFESSION, IN THE SAME JOB, 

IN THE SAME ENVIRONMENT, 
WITH THE SAME PEOPLE, ETC, 
I DON'T THINK YOU GET MANY 

DIFFERENT CHANCES."
– Seth Siegelaub in A Brief History of Curating, P. 122



''THE PRINCIPLE OF THE AVANT-
GARDE IS TO [...] DISAVOW 
THE FATHER TO PRESERVE 

TRADITION, CIVILIZATION, AND 
YET AGAIN ART."

– Seth Siegelaub in  L'Art Conceptuel, P. 122



Naked Demonstrations often went swimming in the Limmat, 
something forbidden in Zurich.

Zürcher Bewegung
Verlag ohne Zukunft

Book , Ar 201.209.4
Youth

Zurich, 1981
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Auto, Auf der Welt ist es gar nicht schön
Author unknown
Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.279.3
Youth
Zurich, 1980

Collage playing with stereotypes of public officer - housewife and 
actual violent events of the time regarding the youth movement.



Hands-up/Make-up (Bringing the war home), Martha Rosler, 1967



Bahnhofstrasse 48 / Broderie Sturzenegger, Heinz Baumann, 1995
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Lavabo
Author unknown

Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth, Feminsim

Zurich, 1980s

Lavabo, an independent feminist newspaper by and for women.
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Sprutz - a magazine questioning traditional notions and 
stereotypes of gender and sexual pleasure.

Sprutz
Author unknown
Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1977



Intricate Rituals, Barbara Kruger, 1984



Urania Sternwarte, 1909



08Phallic symbolism in youth magazines and the Bahnhofstrasse.

Sprutz
Author unknown

Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1977



09
Critical Analysis of different established swiss Newspapers like the 
NZZ, Nebelspalter, Vorwaerts.

Ethno, Ethnologie und Politik
Author Unknown 
Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1980



"SORT OF CRITICAL 
JOURNALISTS IN AND AROUND 

NEW YORK PRODUCING 
SOMETHING CALLED PAC-O-LIES. 

[...] THEY WERE PRODUCING 
CRITICISMS OF THE NEWSPAPER 

- NOT BEHIND THE SCENES 
LABOUR STUFF, BUT ACTUALLY 
[ABOUT] THE WAY THE NEWS 

WAS PITCHED IN A VERY 
CONSERVATIVE WAY."

– Seth Siegelaub in I think we can make some trouble here

Pac-O-Lies, Volume 1 Number 1, Pac-O-Lies Publishers, 1969



"IT [THE RIDER] WILL REPORT 
THE REWS FROM A NON-

ESTABLISHMENT FRAME-OF-
REFERENCE [...]. OUR NEWS 
COVERAGE WILL CONSIST OF 

SUBJECTS BOTH IGNORED AND 
MISREPRESENTED BY THE 

DAILIES."
– Seth Siegelaub in Better Read than Dead, P. 139



Dokumentation Autonome Sanität
Autonome Sanität

Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1980
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Documentation of the Autonomous Sanitary Group, giving their 
account of the injuries of the youth demonstrating for the AJZ / 

Seth Seigelaub commenting on Public Press and News Network.



11

Zurich ANA
Mouvement Anarchiste
Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.89.8 
Youth
Zurich, 1980

Experimental and artistic piling of language.



A Heap of Language, Robert Smithson, 1966



  Xerox Book, Carl Andre (Seth Siegelaub), 1969
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Zurich ANA
Mouvement Anarchiste

Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1980

The technique of the Xerox machine and the scattering of 
elements on the Xerox screen influencing layout.
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Making of Kanzleizeitung.

Herstellen von Druckvorlagen, Druckerei Ropress
Gertrud Vogler
Photograph, F_5107-Na-10-085-001
Youth
Zurich, 1980
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Mockup Draft of Title Page of Xerox Book, Seth Siegelaub, 1968



The Fountain Monument (Monuments of the Passaic), Robert Smithson, 1967
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Züri Brännt
Videoladen Zürich
Zine, Ar 201.89.8

Youth
Zurich, 1981

The symbol of the drain.



Youth newspaper imitating and mocking the culture of the 
establishment by naming one their king and creating a court.

Offizielle Hofnachrichten der Krone
Marc Kraska, Damian Kraska
Magazine, Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1986
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Publicity for Cafe St. Gotthard, Bahnhofstrasse, 1980



Advertisement for the exhibition Douglas Huebler, Seth Siegelaub, 1968 (Better Read than Dead, P.. 37)



Genial, N.1 Zürcher Nachtanzeiger
Author unknown

Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1981

While some zines imitate the language of the establishment, 
others contrast it, such as the handwritten advertisement and 

events section of the Zürcher Nachtanzeiger. 16
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List of brands to be boycotted, as part of the boycot of South 
Africa. Criticism of exploitation and implicit support for the 
Apartheid regime.

Express, manipulierendes Käseblatt - Boykottliste
Author unknown
Newspaper, Zine, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1981



"IT [THE CAPITALIST SOCIETY] 
IS A SOCIETY BASED ON THE 
EXPROPRIATION OF PEOPLES 

LABOR, FOR ONE, AND IN 
OUR PERIOD PROBABLY THE 
PREDOMINANCE OF MONEY, 

FINANCIAL CONCERNS 
OVER EVERYTHING ELSE, 
AND THE EXPANSION AND 

GENERALIZATION OF THOSE 
VALUES"

– Seth Siegelaub on the Public Press and News Network in Better Read than Dead, P. 139



Dorfman & Mattelart, How To Read Donald Duck, Imperialist Ideology in the Disney Comic, published by Siegelaub, 1971



18Criticism of the Americanization of culture.

Boomerang
Author unknown

Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1981
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'Bisch arbeitslos, so bisch d Lohnarbeit los!'
'If you are unemployed, you are free of employment!'

Zürcher Stadt Zeitung - Lohn-Arbeits-Los
Author unknown
Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1986



"THE PRINCIPLE OF THE AVANT-
GARDE IS TO [...] DISAVOW 
THE FATHER TO PRESERVE 

TRADITION, CIVILIZATION, AND 
YET AGAIN ART."

– Seth Siegelaub in L'art conceptuel, p 122

Commuters Traffic on Bahnhofstrasse, Heinz Baumann, 1951



Advertisement for Schweizerische Bankgesellschaft (Bahnhofstrasse 45), 1964



20
Interview about the occupation of the Stauffacher houses 

protesting big new investments and gentrification.

Diabolik
Author unknown

Newspaper, Ar 201.209.4
Youth

Zurich, 1983
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Palm-O-Live - Mac Donalds erobert die Welt
Author unknown
Newspaper, Ar 201.89.8
Youth
Zurich, 1980s



Publicity for Club Mediterranee Bahnhofstrasse, 1985 



Untitled (Scarf), Pati Hill, 1983
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Sappto
Author unknown

Newspaper, Ar. 201.89.8
Youth

Zurich, 1980s

Copying technique influencing the aesthetic language, of 
zines of the youth movement, for which conceputal art laid the 

experimental basis.
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