




Ownership: mostly private
Care: different
Users: none
Use: none
Roof: yes
Access: through the building

“Well, one provocation that you could make is, if all 
of this is empty, why don’t we turn this into housing 

first, before you start building the other one?”
- Freek Persyn, Architect and Professor for Architecture & Urban Transformation

The Free Surfaces
The series of office buildings on the east side of Thurgauerstrasse has 
evident vacancy problems. The buildings from the 80s and 90s do not 
seem to be attractive for new offices anymore due not only to the working 
crisis itself but also to their outdated layout (of spaces and facilities). It is 
said that an average of 25-30% of the surfaces are now empty, and num-
bers are constantly growing. A paradigmatic change in the planning of the 
whole neighborhood/district could be the clue to a repopulation of the 
buildings, which might hide more qualities than at first sight.
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The Magical Garden
Ownership: city  
Care: leased to a private communi-
ty member
Users: Grubenacker community/
private neighbor
Use: leasure/agriculture
Roof: no
Access: Grubenackerstrasse

The Apfelbauwiese on the west side of the Thurgauerstrasse is an unoffi-
cial meeting spot for the community of Grubenacker. Every now and then, 
between spring and autumn, small informal gatherings take place under-
neath and within the apple trees. A neighbor, who rents the surface from 
the city of Zurich for 300 CHF per year, harvests the apples and mows the 
lawn. He then takes advantage of the Schrebergärtner association’s fruit 
press in order to produce his own apple juice - which he then shares with 
the community. Unofficial jam sessions and small concerts are organized 
by the community and are attended by residents of Seebach and Opfikon 
as well.

“You should come on saturday, we’ll have a 
concert by the guitarist who lives here next 

door”
- Anne T., Member of the IG Grubenacker

site-specific generic



The Active Genossenschaft

“For example, many single-family houses here are now in-
habited by one or two people over 50 years of age. Some of 
these owners would be just as happy with a smaller, age-ap-
propriate flat in the neighbourhood. This is where WBG 
Grubenacker sees a field of activity”
- Christian H, Präsident IG Grubenacker

Ownership: private / cooperative
Care: private / cooperative
Users: private / cooperative
Use: domestic, meeting
Roof: yes and no
Access: Grubenackerstrasse

Moved by the kommunalen Richtplan 2040 which foresees a Verdichtung 
über BZO2016, the land owners and residents of the Grubenacker neigh-
borhood founded a Genossenschaft in November 2018. The aim of their 
cooperative is to participate actively in the development of Thurgauer-
strasse West and to avoid land speculation on their plots. They also take 
care cooperatively of shared green spaces where gardening and small-an-
imal farming takes place. Those surfaces (e.g. the magical garden) are 
also gathering places during summer weekends. For the cooperative, the 
relationships between members and other residents are as important as 
its aims, which include sustainability, resource consumption and quality 
of life.
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The Logistics of the Former 
Headquarters

“They gave us a space underground, but it was right in front of a 
heating pipe - the beers and wines were fucked up. They moved 

us to the uppers floor and now we’re totally happy with it”
- Yannik A., Member of ASTAZ and tenant of a Zebra Box

Ownership: public and private
Care: public and private
Users: mostly trucks and car owners 
Use: parking, storage
Roof: yes
Access: mostly Leutschenbach-
strasse

Every building (except for Angst + Pfister) stands on a deep foundation 
that hosts multiple underground parking lots. Airgate has four basement 
floors, Oerlikerhus, GVZ and Imperial have three. These parking lots do 
not serve only those wo work in the buildings themselves: many parking 
spaces are rented, for example by the fitness studios in order to guarantee 
free parking for their members; further tenants are workers from other 
buildings (such as newer ones that have planned fewer parking spaces) 
or even residents of the neighboring residential towers. The exact number 
of non-rented parking spaces is unknown - but it is said to be very large.
Access to the basement floors happens through ramps that are placed 
between the buildings. Most of them are accessible from Leutschenbach-
strasse.
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The Party Place
Ownership: association
Care: leased to a private communi-
ty member
Users: Grubenacker community
Use: meetings, storage
Roof: yes
Access: Grubenackerstrasse

“I’m sorry, I’ll just take Maja to the 
toilet for a second”

- Jan & daughter, Schrebegärtner

Located between the Schrebergärten and Kastanienbaum Square, the 
Schützenhaus of Grubenacker is used by the Schrebergärtner as public 
toilet, storage room and meeting space. It was recently bought by the 
Grubenacker community, with the aim of creating a gathering place (the 
Quartiertreff). It can host events, presentations or discussions and can 
be rented by private individuals as well. Its position, further away from 
houses, also allows louder activities to take place. In addition to the meet-
ings of the Grubenacker association, the Quartiertreff also hosts different 
official events such as the pizza plautsch, Halloween, part of the Kun-
stdreieck-Festival, a flea market, barbecues and summer parties.
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